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¢ The President of the Scnate shall, 1n the presence of
‘“ the Senate and House of Representatives open all the cer-
¢ tificates, andthe votes shall then be counted: the person
¢ having the greatest number of votes for President, shall
4 be the President, if such number be amajority of the whole
¢ number of Electors appointed : and if no person have such
¢ majority, then from the persons having the highest num-
¢ bers, not exceeding three, on the list of those voted for as
¥ President, the House of Representatives shall choose 1m-
¢ mediately, by ballot, the President; but in choosing the
¢ President, the votes shall be taken by states, the represen-
¢ tation from each state having but one vote: a quorum for
¢ this purpose shall consist of a member or members {from
¢« two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states,
¢ shall be necessary to a choice.” XII. Amendment to the
Constitution. * |

I believe it is a maxim which has never been dended, cer-
tainly never been controverted, that when a Judgeis appoint-
ed, or.a body of men constituted judges, to determine 1n the
last resort, that they should not pre-judge, oreven expressan
opinion upon the merits of the case, until it is brought fairly
and legally before them, in the proper form. Let us sup-
pose a case which may happen, that at the next Presidential
election, no onc of the candidates shall have a majority of
votes, of the whole number of the electors appointed—in
that case the Constitution deelarcs, that the House of Re-
presentatives shally immediately by ballot, elect the President,
in what situation would those members be, who In conclave,
had nominated one of the candidates? Could they be sup-
posed to act a fair and impartial part! Have they not pre-
judged the question? Wouldnot their judgments be biassced
by their former nomination ?

I will not insult the public understanding by any attempt
fo explain a proposition so self cvident. A further remark
is suggested by the above constitutional provision~—-¢The
House of Representatives shall choose immediately by ballot
the President.”, No time is allowed [or intrigue--no oppor-
tunity given for pecuniary advantages or official preferments

to be gained by votes-—no door is left open for the Demon of
Interest to shed his buleful influence, or to glitter his be-

" witching bribes in the eyes of the members. How far the
knowledge and recollection of what had passed at the city of

Washington on a former occasion, influenced the framers of
this amendment, 1t is not now necessary to determine; one
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hing, however, 1s perfcctly clear, that thc framers of the a-
mendment were anxious to guard against improper influence
and intrigue, and adopted the most cflectual means, by com-
manding that the choice be immediately made.

You iny fellow citizens will determine for yoursclves,
whether the plain intent and meaning of the constitution be
not completely defeated if a portion of the members of con-
gressy after two or three months private cabal, and we know
ot what, of promises and official arrangements, can make
nominations to the States and the Peopile of the persons whom
they must clect as their future President and Vice-president:
Lest however all this should not cffect their purposes, they
clect a comittee from among themsclves, men prohibited
by thc constitution {o serve as clectors; which committee in
its range, embraces the whole extent of the United States
whose business it is to carry into effect the nomination of
this scli-styled convention.

As one friendly to the Independent sovereignty of the
States and the Rights of the People, as a citizen of a yet free
country, and having an intercst in its prosperity and welfure,
I have laid before you my thoughts. I £ave no means, I wish
no means, 10 impress them upon vour minds, and to influence
vour conduct, suve what they derive from their intrinsic
worth and truth, and from the support which they receive
from the Great Charter of our Liberties, the Constitution of
OUr COIMINON COuntry.

MONTGOMERY.

e

No. 111,

IN former numbers I have atteinpted to prove, that the
proccedings of the late caucus, at the scat of the = eneral go-
vernnicnt, are direct violations of the letter and spirit of that
constitution, which cvery member who composed thit self-
stiled convention had sworn to support. In this number I
proposc to point out some of the liberticidul conscquences
‘which may, and probably willy grow out of that proceeding,
should you permit it to become an cstablished precedent in
choosing the chief magistrate of the United Stites.

Permit me, before I proceced further on this point, to call
your attention to the constitution and its diflerent provisions;
be assured they are all the results of sober thou chits ahd man-
Iy reflection. They are the work of the peopie when nelther

party rage, unduc influcnce or patronage, could bias thedr
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Judgment. They are the land-marks of liberty set up te
guard against the effects of enthusiastic zeal, or the (oo often
experienced grasp of exccutisvc power.,

The President of the United States, when elcctcd, 1s to
serve for four years, and his salary, as established by law, is
twenty-five thousand dollars per year. To bring my sub-
jcct before you In the strong point ot light in which it pre-
sents itself to me, I mustsuppose a case, and examine its
consequences.  Suppose a President should, contrary to the
iitcrests and wishes of a great majority of the citi-
zens of the United States, wish to continue in the Presi-
dency for life, and nominate his successor in office, I pre-
sume you will not think it time mispent to inguire what
number of tnen he would have to engage to act under his di-
rections, to uccomplish his purposes. and to examine what
means are placed In his power to reward those who would
submit to become his creatutes. It 1s scarcely necessary to
remark so obvious a fact as, that a candidate put into nomi-
nation by such a caucus, as was lately held at ' Washington,
will.ever have creatures calculating upon his success, and
that he will haveas ample meunsin his power to reward their
attachment and services to him as his predecessor.

In examining what those means are, it will not be neces-
sary to enter minutely into the whole cxtent of the Presi-
dent’s patronage. There may, and doubtless does cxist,
some difference in its extentin the several states; thereifore
for the suke of round numbers, to simplily the calculation,
and keep strictly within bounds, we shall suppose that in
e.ch state and territory the President hasin his gift six offices,
cach of which will enabie the incumbentto live without labor,
incase and affiuence,and that in addidon to their emoluments
they shall be considered honoruble uppointiments. In this
calculation, we exclude the patronage of the Army and Na-
vy of the United States. ‘There are 17 states and 5 territo-
ries; in these the President has the disposal of 132 places,
rich and honorable, with which to icmpt the cupidity ot men
not governed by principle, or attached to liberty.

I presume it will readily be admitted, that « man possesscd
of ordinary talents, umbitious views, and destitute of pringi-
ple, with only u fourth part of this patronage, could so di-
vide and distract the electors, in the respeciive states, as o
prevent any one canuldate for the Presiuency, from having a
majority ol the whole number of eiectors. In that event
happening, the election of the President, devolves upon the
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House of Representatives, who, according to the eonstifu-
tion “ shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President.”

We shall enquire how many votes it is necessary to secure,
in the House of Representatives, to mnake sure, the election
of a favorite candidate, to be President of the United States,
for the four succeeding years.  Weshall, to assistus, 1n this
enqguiry, recut to our old guide, the constitution.

“ But in choosing the President, the vores shall be taken dy
stutes, the representatives of cach state having one vote 5 2
quorum for tais purpose. shall consist of a member or mem-
bers, from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the
states, shall be necessary to a cholee.” It can scarcely es-
cape notice, that only “a majority of all the states are neces-
sury to a choice.”

As I am anxiousto put this subject in a clear point of view,
I wiil rather risque an unnecessary multiplication of words,
than hazard the probability of being misuanderstood. The
tollowing table will, perhaps, present the subject, at one
vicew, with more foree, than by the adoption of any other mode.

The first column, exhibits the namcs of a majority of the
states—the second, the number of members sent by cach
siate, to the House of Representatives of the United States
~the third, the number of Representatives necessary to con-
stitute a majority of the representauon of each state—the
Jourth, supposes the votes of the state of Kintucky, to have
been previously secured, in favor of tie candidate, which it is
wished to elect; and also, thata member isabsent from each
of the states, marked thus*—the f£7f74 column, supposes the
votes from the states of Kentucky and New-Jersey, to have
been pledged, to support the favorite candidate; and also,
that a member is absent from the states marked thus.*
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YFrom this statement it appcars that the whole number of
votes from 9 states, which is a majority of ull the states, a-
motnts to 32; the majority of which is 23, which 23 votes,
under this provision of the constitution, can choost u P’resi-
dent, even if cvery member of the delezation from cvery
stule in the union were to be present, and vote at the baliot.
On the data on which the forreh column is predicated 15
members wonld elect the President, and on the supposition
of the Afth column 12 members would choose the President
of the United States for {our years.,

I.et it not be sudd that these arc all presumptions of ex-
trcine and Improhable cases, of events which will never hap-
pen; be notdecelved, there are other, and not 1mpossibie
combinations, which might oe made, and which would re-
duce the number necessary to constitute a choice stitl lower,
and show in a stronger and more glaring light, the danger of
sanctioning a nomination made by members of Congresg——
by men who by the constitution are precluded from being c-
lectors, and appointed judges in the last resort. It should
never be absent from recollection, that the greatest and most
ingenious efforts that have ever beer made by human intelli-
gence have been made for the purposes of distraction,

My fellow-citizens, to the best of my abilities I have at-
tempted to shew, that the caucus at Washington is a flagrant
encroachment on onc of your most important rights, and a
dircct violation of the cBnstitution of the United SHtates, 1
have discharged my duty, do you discharge yours, and X hope
and trust, that at this momentous crisis it will be found,
that there is a redeeming spirit in the constitution, which
will areuse the people to cxercise their soverecign and im-
perishable strength, and snap the green wythes with which it
is attempted to bind them. Be watchful, and weed out of
this land of freedom, every poisonous plant which aristocracy
would cngraft upon our constitution and liberties, orthey
will, like the tares, grow so fast and take such deep root, as
to choak the wholesome sceds which our fathers watered
with their blood, and transmitted to their children,

"MONTGOMERY.
AMERICANUS.
No. V1I.

Pho ia to be the next President 2
The Editors of the Richmond Engquirer and the Weekly
Register, printed in this city, sccm to be engaged in a seri-
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ous conflict; cach claiming the honor of doing the most ta
promote the election of Mr, Madison, while they are both
behittleing him «ad sinking each other. ,

It 1s really laughable to notice the course they pursuc.—
\Whilc one tells bis readers that his patron never in his life
acted with decision enough to have created a single enemy,
the other tells us, that he was fool enough to place too much
reliunce on the mformation and imtegrity of his coadjutor,
and signed, svithont cxamination, the verv instrument which
has kept the nation in an uproar for these four or five years
past. I meun the recommendation for the compromise of
the Yazoo claims. The very instrument which has engen-
dered so much il willy hatred, and animosity among the
members of Congress.  So much il will, thut there are to
this day, in that body, those who have not been on speaking
terms with cach other for yearsy on account of the acrimoni-
ous expressions which have procceded from the opponents
and advocate. of this very instrument—an instrument which
has created such dissentions among the people, and even
between States, us almost 1o threaten disunion—I1s acknows
ledged by the eulogising Editor of the Register, to be the
studied and deliberate act of Mr. Madison ! [is words ave,
 that he (Mr. M.) would scorn to escape from a recommen-
vdation of the expediency of an adjustment of honest clades,”
‘These are the very words of every advocate for the compro-
misc of the Yazoo claims: all of themm acknowledyre corvup-
tion between the granting legislator and the oviginad gran-
tees: yet it is the contending for this same compromise,
which Mr. Madison has recommended, and which his de-
voted culogist suys, Mr. Madison would scorn o escape
from recommending us expedient, that has created the dis-
scution and discord so much to be deplored.

I cannot avoid congratuluting Mr. Madison on the acquisi-
tion of such a sapient pair of Eulogists. ¢ Contending in
the same cause,” one charges him with want of sufficient
firmness ever to have created un ¢nemy: the other charges
him with folly and imbecility. ¢ This brings the first up,”
if I may use his own words, ¢ secing his brother soldier
‘ cagerly pressed, and yielding in the conflict, to husten to
¢ his aid and retrieve him from the enemy.”  To do which
he claims for his patron the micrit of being guiity of the
very crime that is luid to his charge!

After ail this I must give credit to the Washington culo-
gist, for the ingenious manner in which he cldms for Mr.
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Madison the merit of federal persecution. This mnay answer
Mr. Mudison some purpose, where this sham fighting be-
twveen Mr, M’s federal friends and this culogist is woz
well understood. It is too well known here, that Mr.,
Maudison Aas ot a personal enemy among the federalists, to
huve this federal persecution considered in any other light
thun an efiology fov his fricnds to exclaim about federal perse-
cution ! 1t is too well known here that Mr. Madison has never
deserved the enmity of the federalists.  Itis too well known
here, that many of Mr. Madison’s Bosom Friexbs are fe-
devalists ; and that he suffers them to treat him with a fami-
larity which no republicans of equal standing would assume.
It is well known, that when Congress are not in session, the
federalists almost exclusively receive his invitations, and-
swarm round his festive board. It is well known, that the
dally toast of the federalists is, ¢ the next President,” em-
phatically applying it to Mr. Madison. Itis too well known,
that rcpublican merchants and mechanics get but hittle of
the money he spends in this city. It 15 too well known
here, that federal clerks in his office have, in the six years
he has been secretary of state, received more than 40,000
dollars, while known republican clerks have received no
more than six thousand dollars ! It is too well known here,
that he keeps an Engiish royal-federalist in a sinecure place,
or a place next to a sinecurey under the legal appellation of a
clerk in his department, at the rate of fourteen hundred dol-
lars per annum, while there are many needy republicans in
the city, who would r¢jsice to do the duty for four hundred
dollars a year !

Itis weil known, that in the paper called the Washington
Federalist, the caucus clection of Mr. Madlson was aunounc-
with Lighappredation and apiprlaus +y and that thatpeper, ut the
same time it was abusing Mr. Jefferson 1n the buscst terms,
was suving s4/7 things of Mr. Madison.—~It wus thought nc-
cessary by Mr., Madison’s federal friends, to check the natural
current of that paper.—It was mude to give way to the more
paiitic course, and some federal friends of Mr. Madison bave
becn allowed to commence a shem war of words against him
by translating the objections of the republicans to his elec-
tion into federal language, allowing him always to be a very
great, a very wise, and a very good man, carfully avording
to raise any new argument that might operate against his
election |
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It 1= not that the ‘writer Wishes to'criminate Mr. Madison
for lus friendship and attachment to the fcéderalists, that he
relatis those thwngs.  Mr. Madison may bhave good reugons
for recommending the Yuzoo compromise, and for conclalis
ting tlic {federalists, nor does the writer wish to deprive the
federudists of the right the constitution gives them of aiding,
by their “ialents and influeince® in the election of President
and Vice-president.—No.~The whining manner in which,
Mr. Madison’s fricnds call to their aid, the merit of his belng
pcrsecuted by federalists, und by Yuzoo oppositionists, the
first of waich I consider a mere counterieit, amicable perdcs
cutibn, has led me to notice these things.

The same kind of hypocritical whining is practised by Mr.
Madison’s friends, since the cauncus, abott the division ik
tficmaelves have ereated in the republican party.——A division
which it belongs to Mr. Madison to attempt to heal; a divisis
on which he has at this moment in Inis power immediately to
heal.—A thing which he ought to do before it iz too lat¢.—1
mean a declavation, that he does not wish to supcercede the
venerable, the meritorvious Vice-president.—A  magnani-
mons declaration to the nation, that he wishes to tuke but one
step at o tune, will save him the mortification of exhibiting
the very awkward appearance he must make, in vainly ate
templing to stride two or three steps at once, and that zoa
over the head ¢f Clinton, the great, the good, the virtuoas
a1d the wisc.

That prudent course would probably save him f{rom the
danger of convincing the people of the United States, that
Be never wus deserving the second placein the government,
“and it mizht save hiin from meeting the heart-rending de-
nunciation of the American people to be pronounced by their
votes, “T'hat he who cannot wuit patiently four years for his
due turn, to receive the highest reward destined by them for
their most meriorious, most sxilful Patriot, never, mever was
worthy of such high Reward.”

Washingron Cityy February 27, 130°.
el =t
No. VIII.
ko is¥ be the next President ?

Afnong the many productions of genius on this important

sabject, a number eof essuys which smell strong of the syco-
hancy of this city, Dive mace thelr uppgarance In w New-
wrie paper.  They bear the sggnature of Auscus; and itis

. % .
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pretty weil understood that they have originated within the
Aurlizus ot one of the great offices. |
This Aunicus vainly endeavors to draw a veil of soplijstry
over the anti-constitutional atteinpt of a few of the members
of Congress to force on the nation their cqueus President —
Alithough I do not intend to follow hiun throughall the chan-
ges in which he has suag the praisc of his patron-eaitnough
X intend to leave it to the good scnse of the republicans of
New-York to reward him for his surreptitious and insolent
behaviour in breaking into that state, and endeavoring te
palm huinself on that virtuous pcople as their fellow citizen,
weeping with more than crocodile tears over them for fear
they should have 2 wish to see the patriot who has led them
through trials and dificulties innuimerable, indescribable,
and almost insurmountable, to trinumph, and to what 1s more
than all the rest, to the honor of self-rovernment. ror
fe «r I say that they should wish to sce this patriot receive
from the hand of a grar: ful nation that reward which 18 mast
pre-eminently appropriate for such great achievements for
such a wise, fervent, and svell directed zeal in the best of
csuses, I meunthe cleaving away the ditficulties, and the lay-
in;r the {foundation of a powerful Republic, which is now the -
world’s Jast hope, and long destined, I trust, to rcmain tie
residence of the arts, the nursery of science, and the a-
sylum of virtue. |
Aithough I intend to leave it to the friends of Mr. Mon-
roe to chastise the insolence of this false Amicus for stiing
them *“a little factious junto in Virginia, who are luboring
to spread dissatisfaction throughout the land.”—althougix L
am Sensible it will be labor tost to advise this rare Amicus to
read the constitution, o1 to attempt to rouse his faculties suf-
ficicntly to understand that constitution, I will tell him, and
the world, that Mr. Clintun derived his appointment as
Vice-president {rom his own fuir fame, whick had spread far
and wide, from Georgia to Muine; from the Atluntic to the
Western Lakes ; he derived it fromn a predeiiction of the
American people to reward merit, and entrust those they
have long tried aud found faithful. He had no need of a4 Cawe-
cus. He had noneed, like another gentleman, of sycafihanry
aendintrigue. With shame it ought to be remembered there
s a congrressional caucus in the capitol at Washington feur
years ago for the very fiurfiose of arranging for Mr. Madiv
son’s elevation to the Presidential chair, and the name. of
George Chinton was there; witheui Aig Anowicdge or consenls
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made use of. He was at Albany in the execution of his du~
ties as Governor of his native state, fur distant from the walks
of those who have for many years been planning and con-
certing for the succession of the Presidency.to Virginia. He
contented himself with the honor his native state was willing
to bestow, and which had ever been given without anticipa-
tion. He however cheerfully obeyed the call of a grateful
natien to accept the second office 1n the government, and
now that the first office is becoming vacant, he has a right
to expect that nation is disposed to give it to him., 'The
caucus intriguers knew the nation was so disposed, and to
divert them from that honest, that correct, that natural dis-
position, the caucus was held, and 1ts doings solemnly pub-
lished, |

It is too well known in this city, and the nation will sce it
when the matter is explained, thut the caucus in the capitol
in 1804 was raised for the cxpress purpose of promotung
Mr. Madison’s elevation to the Presidency in 1809 1t!  Al-
though that gentleman’s particular friends had raised the
caucus, and had the moulding of it or at least the majority
of it, to thieir own views, such was their dread of the prede-
liction «ne American people have for roration, and the dis-
tribution of the great offices of the nation, that they dare not
bring forward Mr. Madison for Vice-President while a Vir-
ginia President was expected to fill the chair. They knew
very well, that notwithstanding all their high sounding words
about the freedom of choice, about their superiorly exalted
characters in Virginia and the constitutional right the peo-
plc of the Upited States buve to chooce Virginian Presi-
dents forcver——they knew it would be ceonsidered an insule
on the other states, to nominate & Vice-President, for the
same term that a Virginia President would exercise the pow-
ers of the government. Notwithstanding all this clamor they
know 1t will not do to tuke President, Vice-President, Secre-
tartes of State, War and Navy; Judgesof the Supreme
Court, Ambussadors, and heads of otheyr depurtments, from
Virginia, or any other one state; they know znd feel that in
proportion as the appuintment of public officers approaches
that accumulation, ir: that prejottien wili the tedy of the eo-
ple be disaflected.  But they thought, in 1804, wnd stil] con-
tinue to think, that a shadew of rosaticn may be passed on the
nation for the substance, wnd that by ore kind of intrigue :nd
another, the thing may be so maraged that the state of Virgi.
nia shall always give the President, In order, therzfore, thag

L
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Mr. Madisop-should be certuin of the Presidency in 1209, |
his friends, the creators and munugers of the caucus in 1804, §
aiter taliiing a long tiine about Colonel Langdon, of Nev.-
Hampdbire, and Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts, and viter
roundly asscrting (in such a way as to abtin pretty grneral
credit, as they thought) that Governor Clintoun’s af,¢anced
agre and bodily infirmity would prevent his friends fom eyer
bringing hin: forward as a candidate forthe Presidency, they
concluded on his nomination. Perhaps some of Governor
Clinton’s fricnds were induced to secm to yield to this kind
of policy. His ill state of hcalth was so s*renuously insisted
upon, that many of his fricnds, even the writer of this essay
gave credit to it.  Some refused to attend the caucus oncon-
stitutional grounds, some because they would not be guiity
of playing upon the feelings of the vencrable Clintan, and c-
ven some of his most substantial friends voted on the one or
other of these grounds, for Brackenridge, Langdon, Lincoln,
oi Granger. Notwithstnding all this, the venerable states-
man, because his friends will not yield 1o sce him caucussed
out of the honor and confidence a gratful nation hus in store
for him, is now insnltingly told that se owes his elevationto a.
caucus, and to that very caucus which was projected and coj-
lected for the express purpose of clevating Mr. Madison to
the Presidency!!!  Senator Bradiey’s modest invitation culls
the invited to finish the business in 1808, which was com-
menced in 1804 —Mr. Bradley, when he brandishes his cau- i
sus scchiire in 1808, tells you it was given to him in 1804, and |
was he disposed to tell the truth for once, the public no donn
would be informed that that sceptre was at that time confideq
to him for the express purpose of Aoisting MMr., Madison imo
the Presidential chair in 1269! Had he failed 1o brandisl:
that sceptre, his employers would have despised him, and he
probably would have fallen short of the reward due to zcal
and perseveran:e.

I cannot but regret the pain_ this exposure must give (%0-
vernor Clinton, to see how he has_been treated, and te M.
Madison, to sce how he has been led to place dependence on
this cobweb policy. The exposure has become necessary
It has been provoked;by the insolence of his friends in impu-
dently imputing to the focus of their own artifices and ine
tricuc Governor Clinton’s elevation to the Vice-Presidency.

The exposure is due to the honest people of the United
Stetes.  ‘They our<ht to know how their sacred rirghts of o-
lccting their great officers, guaranteed to themselvgs by the
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wonstitution, has been attempted to be caucussed away from
raem by the aristocratic tew.

Ve aretold by tris. fmicus Ina very amicedle manner indeecd,
thit the pen of mericanue hus become ¢ the dy udge inthe ser-
vice Bf ¢ilummmy.’”  Tuis writer, whose rancor seems to enve-
ype the person who reads him,asif he was enwraptin a cloud,
overcharged with virulence, scattering Is sprays on all that
hearhim read. This writer has theimpindence to ik of calum-
ny [ Isit possible my dearAmicus to calumniate a self-creutzd
aaacus, wien uttempting to rob the Americun people of the
rurht of freely clecting their own ehief magistrate in a consti-
aationa! wuy ? As well might the midnight robber cry out
~afumny ! when vou had cought him in the act of robbing your
nen roost! Is it calumny, to expose the folly of Mr. Madison’s
<ulogists in their tergiversations, inthe weak mannerin which
they defend a dad cause? Oryis it calumny to say that George
Ciinton «nd James Monroe are more worthy to be entrusted
with the high powersthe constitution attaches to thatoffice,and
that they are cither of them mare capable, in my opinion, of
performing the duties of that station than Mr. Madison f—e
If this is calumny 1 fear your rebuke is altogether lost upon
me, as 1 am too far gone in all probulity to be reclaimed by
your g:nlle admonitions. In saying this—in repeating it, E
mean not to criminate, or cafumniate Mr. Madison. No. He
may be a very good man, and ali this be true. Hemay be misled
by the sycophaats around him, Neither do I charge the elec-
doneering sins of those sycophante and office hunters at his.
door. Tuey adore the power he is possessed of, they are de-
seived themselves by the glare of this power, and they de-
ceive him. He ought to know that it is fiower, these crea-
tures worship, mot Mr. Madison. These things are neces-

sarily connected with such a world as this we live in: in-
deed, I am sofur from having any enmity orill will towards the
secretury of state, that in case he should be clected President
{(which by the way I think very far from becing probabie, at
the ensuing election, and I fear the folly, the zeal and the
fert'macity of his friends will destroy his future prospects,)

could set down with him, and in an umicabie munner justi-
tify every syllable that hus or may be written concerning this
alection, by the pen of

AMERICANYS.
Bashington C'fsy.
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Lxtract of a letter to Jam=g Madison, esq. which apficared in
. &he Baltimore 1VEiy in February, 1808. ’

Sin, - - | | . S
. As 1t isnot nove! to sec a letter addressed to you ina
news-paper, I will nuske no other apology for this, than te
assure you'that it comes not {rom an enemy. -Your culogist,
the editor of the Register at WWashington, says, you never
had a personai enemy for e cause that could be avowed. The
writer of this ever scorued to entertain an enmity, the cause
of which he would not avow : although, after morc than thirty
years critical observition of the American theatre, always
keeping 4 Register by which to form a scale for my-own es-
timation ef the merit, talents and correctaess of thtde who
have been actors on that stage ; J have not been able to raise
You ncarer the head of my list of eminent worthies, than the
fifteenth ; I am far, very far from being yourenemy. . -

The design of this ‘etter is, really, to point out to you the
Toad to permanent, honest, and honorable elevation; to the
verge of which, accident, more than extraordinary merit, has
brought you. If you possess wisdom and fortitude sufficient
to siep forward in that road, your name may be recorded in
the page of future history, among your nation’s most deserv-

Ing favorites. N o

It is a common place saying, that every man has it in‘his,
Power, once at least in his life, to make his fortunc  Almost
every axiom which applies-in private,applies also in_political
life. This common place saving has rever been more strik-
ingly verified than it is nowj as it respects yourself. - Be con-
tent with the station the natnre of your pretensions, your
talents and standing in the nation, eatitle you to. *

Seck not an undue elevation. | L ..

Recollect, Sir, that Aaron Burr, who has become 2 traitor,
a convict, & bankrupt, an outcast—amnecd to the lowest
pitch of degradatione—commenced his career of folly and
wickedness, in an untimely and impirofier attempiz to force
himselfinto the Presidential Chair. 1 do not mean to com-
pare you to Aaron Burr. No Sir. That man sustained a
distinpuished character for greatness. He would .be great
in willainy, if he cguid be great no otherwise. The charact~
er attributed to vou by your most intimate acquaintance, gwa-
ranteesyou from all danger of becoming a great knave. You
mav, however, by a like-unseasonable attempt to climb to the
Presidential Chair, meet with a fall, from which it will be
impossibie for you ever to recover.




