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Mn, Presipext AND GENTLEMEN: In o con-
test of great principles, like that which is now
agitating the conntry, I min little inclined to
discuss the personal qualities of candidates;
but, when the individual merits of a man are
set up as his principal claim to tho highest and
most responsible office in the Republig, it is
natural that we should feel obliged to examine

~ his history and character with more than ordi-

nary care.

It is o notorions fact that the friends of
Judge Douglius, in the Northern States, solieit
the vote of the people on the ground that he
has done more for the freedom of the Territo-
ries, and that he 18 a truer chuampion of free
Iabor, and, besides, a greater statesman, than
any living individual, Thus a personal issuo
is urged upon us, and we are ready to secept
it.
night. I shail net trapsgress the limits of
propriety, but 1 am determined to call things
by their right names.  (Applause.)

What is it that entitles Judge Douglas to
the high-sounding appellation, *tho champion
of freedom (lauchter), or, the greatest of liv-
ing statesmen ??  (Renewed laughter.) Is it
his past career, or i3 il Lis present position?
You can survey the history of this “echampion
of freedom™ (Iaughter) at a single glance.

Tiie Judge has his Tree-Soil record—what
 the Pucilic Ocean,

Northern Pro-Slavery man has not? Butthere
is hardly a prominent man in political life who
Lias taken more paing than he to diselaim and
apolugize for hisearly Anti-Slavery sentiments,
So we may drop this subject. What follows
is more instruetive.

In 1820, the Missonri Compromise was
framed as a sacred compact between the two
sections of the Union. By virtue of that Com-
promise, Missouri was admitted as a Slave
State, and Arkansas as a Slave Stato; and

This will be the subject of my rewnarks to-

thus the free North, as one party to the com
pact, puid down its price fur the Slavery pro-
hibition north of 36° 30', Was Mr. Dougles
ever heard to exprese any doubt as to the con-
stitutionality of the Missouri Compromise so
long a3 it served to augment the namber of
Slave States? Tt was to him, as to all others,
‘“ 4 sacred and inviolable colnpact P—as saered
any inviolable as the Constitution itselt; und
he cursed the ¢ ruthless hand ¥ that would dare
to break it down. When, after the Mexican
War, the Territories acquired for this Union
were to be organized, he was among the first
and foremost who advocated the extension of
the Missouri line across the whole continent.
What would have been the result of that mea-
sure? In the territories acqaired from Mexico,
Ravery was abolished and prohibited by lecal
lesi~lation, but the extension of the Missouri
line was calenlated to admit Slavery into all

that part of it which lies south of 36° 30,
Mark wull.  So long as the Missouri Compro-

mize served to introduee Slave States, he did
not dream of its unconstitutionality. When,
by tho extension of the Missouri line, free ter-
ritery conld be converted into slave territory,
ho found it so eminently convenient. so excel-
lent an arrangement, that he not ouly proposed
fo preserve it in its original extent, but to rus
il across the whole continent, to the shores of

But now the time arrives when Free States
aro to grow vp under the guaranties of the
same Missourl Compromise, A new light
dawns upon Judge Douglas,  Ile rises in the
senato Chamber, and asserts that the Terri-
tory north of the Missouri line can no longer
be exempted from Slavery, because the exclu-
sion of Slavery trom it——the very condition on
which Alissouri was admitted as a Slave State
—was at war with the fundamental principles
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of the Constitution. The same man who had
aursed as ruthless the hand that would violate
the Missouri Comnpromise, aslong ns that com-
pact was beneficial to Slavery, tore it down
with hiz own hands as soon as it was to gerve
the interests of free labor, And he is the
truest ‘‘champion of freedom?’ How won-
derful 2 ch¥ygo™ " At the timoe whea he pro-
posed the extension of the Missouri line to the
Pacific Ocean, he was either convinced of the
urconstitutionality of that compromise, or he
was not. If he was, how could he conscien-
tiously propose the extension and porpetuation
of & measure which he considered a crime
against tho Constitution? Were his con-
seience and his convictions hushed into silence
by the interests of Slavery? Orif he was not,
how did it come to pass that he became so
snddenly convinced of that unconstitutionality
the very moment that the preservation and
execution of that compromise would have ad-
vanced the interests ot free labor? ow did
it happen that his convictions, in all their
prompt and wonderful transformations, always
coincided so admirably with the interests of
Slavery? This is indeed a nost astonishing
coincidence, and I ieave it to your sagacity to
draw your conclusions. (Laughter.)

But Mr. Douglas is still the “t.ue cham-
pion of Iree Labor;” for it is asserted that.
the Nebraska bill-—the same messure which
breaks down the barriers to Slavery—will
by that very operation introduce free labor
into the Territories. The thing is speedily
brought to a practical test. No sooner is
the Nebraska bill enacted, and the Missouri
restriction struck down, than Emigrant Aid
Societies are organized in the Slave States,
especially in Missonri, for the purpose of in-
troducing Slavery into Kansas, The history
of the Blue Lodges is fainiliar to you. Law-
less bands of armed invaders pour into Xansas,
take possession of the ballot-boxes, bowie-

i,

remember how often Judge Douglas emptied

the vials of his wrath, and cast denunciations
rupon the hends of free-labor immigration ¢
And, mark well, that immigration was Anti-
| Slavory.

A Legislaturo is set up by a band of lawless
invaders—mostly Missourians—set up by the
| most atrocious violations of the ballot-box, set
up in defiance of all the rules of constitutional
government ; that Legislature ndopts the slave
code of Missouri as the laws of Kansas, and
adds to them laws so outrageous in their
nature that even Northern Democrats quailed
wnder the opprobrium. Do you remember
that Judge Douglas recognized that Legislu-
ture, although its criminal origin was mani-
fest to all, as the highest law-giving authority
of the Territory and the laws enacied by them,
glthough kuown to be the offspring of fraud
and violence, as the valid laws of Kansne?
Do you rememnber how he denouneed every
one who would not submit as a rebel and a
traitor #  And, mark well, that Legislature
and those laws were LPro-Slatery. The Frace-
State settlers of Kansas, then evidently a large
majority of the inhabitauts, go to work and
frame a Constitution. That Constitution was
potten up in 4 way harvdly more irregular than
the Constitutions of many States. It was sub-
mitted to a vote of the people, nnd adopted by
a large majority, So it was presented to Con-
eress. Do yon remember that Judge Douglas
found no term of denunciation too vile to use
it against that Constitution, and that Le stig-
matized those who had framed it as traitors
who must be struck down? And, mark well,
that Constitution, the choice of the people of
Kansas was Anti-Slavery.

What a series of wounderful coincidences?
(Laughter,) So far, whatever was calculated
to benefit Slavery in Kansas, Judgs Douglas
was sure fo approve; whatever was caleu-
lated to serve the cause of ¥ree Labor, Judge

knife and revolver in hand, and control the | Douglas was sure to denounce, Dut 1 must

elections by fraud and violence. Did Mr.
Douglas ever utter a word of reproach or con-
demnation against the Border-Ruffians of Mis-
gsouri? Did he not most tenderly excuse their
atrocities on the plea of self-defence, while it

was a notorious fact that their organization |p

had preceded that of the Free-State men?
And mark well that immigration was Pro-
Stavery.

Other Emigrant Aid Societics are organized
in the Northern States. Largenumbersaof men
go to Kansas, armed, indeed, for self-defence,
ag every pioneer will be, but with the bona
fide intention of settling down upon the soil of
that territory as permanent inhabitonts; and
while burning houses and trails of blood mark
the track of the Border Ruflians, flourishing
farms and industrions towns spring up under
the hands ¢J fhe Free-State men. o you

not forget that he brought forward other
reasons for hig acts than theinterest of Slavery.
Ab,indeed! Isitso extraordinary that a man
of ability who stocops to do s mean act, shounld
have wit enough to disguiseit? Compare his
lausibilities with theso coincidences, and yon
will with mo come to the conclusion that this
‘“ Champion of Free Labor,” if he really was
an enemy to Slavery, loved his ¢nemies much
better than a good Christian ought to do.
(Loud laughter,)

But we will be just to him. Now we arrive
at a period in his history in which he seemns
to have scquired some title to the esteem of
his countrymen. We are so little accustomed
Ito see that kind of statesinen do a fair thing,
that our surprise is apt to stimulate our grati-
tnde. T allude to tho position assumed by
Judge Douglas in the struggle about the Le-
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~ompton Constitntion. A packed Convention |in the Free State Constitution; of his brutal,
hes framed a Constitution, fastening Slavery | cynic sneers at the agonies of a people in dis-
upon Kansas, and refuses to submit it to ajtress? Was the election of the Dorder Ruf-
vote of the people. The President in a mes-|an Legislature, the enactinent of the Idorder
sage urged the admission of Kansas as a 8tate, | Ruffian code of laws, a less flagrant violation
under that Constitution ag it stands. Judge | of popular rights than the Lecompton Consti-
Douglas, together with the Republicans, re-|tution? Ilow conld he uphold the former and
sists the mensure; not, indced, because he ir|claim any credit for opposing tho latter?
oppored to Slavery—for he solcinnly and om-{ Here is another most wonderful coineidencs,
phatically protests that he “does not care|Just 5o long 23 Slavery had a chance in Keu-
whether Slavery be voted up or voted down "— |13, Douglas stoed upon the side of lavery.
~—but because it is urcertain whether the Le-{B3ut no sooner was the viclory of Frecdom
compton Constitution emnbodies the will of the [ sure than Douglas was sure to staud upon the
cople. The slave power is arrayed against {strongest side,  (Applause.)

im, and for the first tiine in his life the claim}  And now he is held up to our admiration as
»f his being a * Champion of Freedom *? seems | the * true champion of Freedom,” After hav-
to rise from thelevel of a ridiculous absurdity. |ing done more than any other man in perpe-
I should reel little tempted to detract from the | trating the outrage, what merit is there in
credit he gained by his attitude on that oc- jhelping to prever: its final consuinmation,
casion, if the facts which preceded and fol- | when it has hecome manitest that in spite of
lowed it were not of so unmistukable a nature [ Aém, that consumwmation has become impossi-
as to open our eyves to the peenliar concatena- | ble? lLook at it. The Nebraska bill, as T
tion of circumstances, which mude it almost|heard my friend Grimshaw in llinois illng-
impossible for him to act otherwise, trate it, had set fire to the editice of Territo-

And here again we notice a series of most | rial Liberty, The Republican fire companies
striking coincidences. 1t so happened that lure vigorously at work; the Republican
just about the time when the Lecompton |engines are playing with full foree, and then
question was betore Conpress, Douglas’s tenn [comos the very incendiary, Douglas, with a
ns o United States senator was about to|little teaspoonful of Anti-Lecompton water,
expire. Ile knew well his popularity at howme { (laughter) throws it into the flames, and then
rested npon the popular belief that he really |swells himself up and claims to have extin-
did work for the cause of free lubor. How |guished the conflagration—and so he goes be-
stupid must. the man have becn not to seejtore the people of lllinois as the *true cham-
that, saddled with the Lecomnpton Constitu-|pion of Frealom,”  (Applause and laughzer.)
tion, it wouid have heen impossible for himto]  And this he wounld hardly have had the
keep up that delusion. NS¢ he assmmned theicourage to do, had not, as is now known to
mask of an advoeate of popular rights, co-|all of us, the indignant threats ot the gallant
queted with the Republicans in order to dis- | Broderick overawed Lim when he was about
arm their opposition, and went betore thejto compromise with Buchanan,  (Applause.)
peopie of Illinois as a cundidate for reelec-| I repeat, I would never stoup to guestion
tion to the Senate. What right have [ to|the motives which actuated Lim in the Le-
speak of his assuming a mask ¢ T have that | compton struggle, had not the acis whicl pre-
right, if [ can show that he threw it off. as|eeded it made his honesty doubtiul; and hiad
soon as his object was gained,  (Applanse) | not those that followed it precluded all belief

RKeview his acts in connection with the Kan- {in the sincerity of his repentance. it he was
sag struggle.  Slavery and free labor had for [ honest, you will bo oblized to coutess, it is
years waged their fieree war abont that unfor- ) exceedingly hard to prove it on hin.
tunate Territory with donbtful success. Now |  On the strength of this axploit he succeexled
at last no sane man could any longer close | in carryiug his point in lilincis; not indeed
his cyes against the fact, that when the Le-{by a popular majority, for that was against
compton outrege was perpetrated, the Freejhim, but by an old Gerrymandering appurtion-
Stato men outnumbered their opponents|ment. 1t was one of those lugubrious victo-
almost ten to one. Their victory might be/[ries, which consist in 4 narrow escape fromwm total
delayed, but was no longer doubtful, How }annibilation. (Laughter and applause.) But
hod Douglas acted so long as Slavery had alhis seat is regained ; and now he throws a
chance to gain the preponderance? Need []wistful eye upon a higher seat; and remnewn-
remind you of the unwavering solicitnde with | bers at once that the Demooratic road to the
Whlﬁ!l he defended the Border Rutliana: of | White Ilouse leads through the slaveholding
the fierceness with which he denounced the|States. So hio turns his fuce southward with-
I ree State immigration ; of the virulence with | out. delay, and sots out on a trip down the
which he upheld the Border Ruffizn code of Mississippi. lle is at onge betrayed into
laws ; of tho promptiness with which he put{making a few remarks, here sud thore, tv
his foot upon the will of the people expressed ! spontaneous gatherings, (Laughter.) Sud-

T
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denly we find the man who had tried to de-{tory without that nositive a 1tori
lude the people of Illinois into the belief that, luggs;lation. positive act of Territorial
under the Kansas and Nebraska bill, the peo-[ We have, therefore, to lower the standard
1}10 had & right to exclude Slavery, ir the|of Popular Sovereignty another degree! One
South busily apologiziag for it ; and now behold | wonld suppose that Slavery so heing admitted
the old Douglas again wielding the weapon of |at first, the people of tho Territory would
sophistry with unblushing boldness, and endea- | have at least tho sovercign right to remove
voring to make his doctrine of Popular Sover-|and exclude it by a positive act of Territorial
eiguty palatable to the Southern stomach, legislation. Is that what Judge Douglas’s
_ 1ho development of the Popular Sover-|principlo of Popular Sovereignty contem-
eignty doctrine is ono of the most instructive|plated? By no means! e told you at first
Glllll‘tﬂ'l‘% in the history 01: our days. It shows|thatthis wasa question to be decided by the Su-
how easily the popular mind can bs obfuscated | preme Court, thenr he told youn that tho sover-
by a sophistical plausibility, and how eoasily |eignty of a Territory remains in abeyance,
correct principles are lost sight of in tho con-fsuspended in the United States, in trust for
fused strugglo of interests and aspirations.|the people until they shall be admitted into
I uture geunerations “‘:111 scresinize with curious|the Union as a State: and, at Iast, after tho
astonishment the history of our days, and}Illinois eampuign, he dropped the expression,
wonder 1113113113 ftemporary suceess of EP trans- | exc]uding Slavor '1" alt{;gethgr, It is si {.‘,'Ili:-
parent & n-npd. (Applanse.) Permit me a|ficant that the attempts of the poople of Ne-
bnEf digression. _ | braska and Kansss to exclude S{avery by law
Popular Soversignty, in Phe true sense of |+ere promptly put down by the vetoes of the
the terza, means the sovercignty of all indi-|Governors of those Territories: vetoes exer-
viduals, so regulated by law as to protect the!eised by virtuo of the power conferred on the

rights aud liberties of any ono against the en-|Territorial Governments by Douglas's own
croachments of any other, and so organized by | Nebraska bill.

p(.‘rllqt.l_('ﬂl ms]tltufsti'rlns é!ﬁ'to glwe a colemon ex-{ Thus we have descended two great steps
E.:f’":;’“;!ll taf 13 ﬁliC;: cC t’,‘f‘hw‘ 1_-._1.‘1 {ts.. nfttlﬁ‘al ba- from the traoe idea of Popular Sovereignty,
I S 1S 1‘? ltt’l 1 1 }1 Ot 1o 31‘1.;-_- its of all men. | without having reached Judge Douglas’s great
dtis‘]il_ﬁﬁlllf; GI:H. 1St 10 Dr;}tgctl?ﬂi of ﬂlh mndivi-{ nrinciple i and you will perceive that the true
.-.u: 51 the f.:.mlm];se 1(_;1 t 1g1r rig 1ts an in the [’upulnr Dovergignty has nlready dlsnppeured
Li}.lg}’lﬁe“t ?% their 11])01"13165: {IEU?G 1t pre-ilong ago. But let us lower the standuard of
cludes 1-11_6 I ‘ER o} 513‘01.1: 113 411 its forms. Popular Sovereiganty still another degree, and
:\_111!1_}’ tlps true Popular _b?‘f ereignty to _the we may bope that the deeper we sink the closer
Territories. and we are willing to accept it—{ e may approach Judge Douglas's position,
1!;1“}-1}13”1;? the II: Cry t‘!;IP_a‘.—_‘" ’_‘i']lliﬂg “'01 are G“]n‘ At last we find bimi not with a principle but
e s st Douelan, i the)with wn sssmpion. [ watters o, il
h SKi 21, \ g, Troe sDee ugust, 1558

. . oo by - .rs i F ay ‘t_ , ay nerent-
sumptmn t]_mt Qliv (']‘ﬁ? of men has the PO“ (:l‘ ter declde as to the abstracet question, whether Slavery may
—has the right—to strip another class of their |go or inuy not gointo Territory under the Constitution, the

vl o} . people have the lawful nreans to introduce it, or exclude it ns
natural ughts, and to hold them s slaves, shey please; for the reason that Blavery cannou exist a«lay

For argument*s Sﬂke, let us follow him in|or xn hour anvwhere uniess it Is supportud by local pelice
his course of rensoning, and BUpPOs6 the white li r‘t:gulﬂlh::m;.. I'lh{imlen filjrum remﬂlaitrhrtm t;jln }?P;}. ‘hu L.]ﬂmpi
population of the Territories had the Tight to Lo M e asantatve o ot by who
hold a portion of the inbabitants as property. { will, by unfricndly legistation, prevent the introduction of i
So, we have to lower the standard of Popular into their midsy,”

Sovereiznty one degree. Listen to the lan-y This then is the great principle of Popular
caage of the Kansas and Nebraska bill: Sovereienty.  (Laughter) It conteplates,

‘1t is the true intent and meanlng of this act not to legis- | Ot the genernl excreise and (*lljuymuut of
late Slavery into any State or Territory, mor to exclude it | aangl rights; not that Slavery cannot go into

therefrom, It to leave the people thereof perfcetly freeto BTSN | . " i
form and 1I1‘1\’;*;:'1.11:1&: thelr institutions in their own way, sub- {{ Territory unless the ]JEUI}IC introduce it ]Jn}

ject only to the Constitutlon of the United Stutes.” law; uot that the people have the severeign

At first, one would suppose this bill gave |right to exclude it by a direct act of Territo-
the people of the Territories the sovereign rial legislation ; but that they muy annoy and
right to introduce Slavery, provided alwaysjemburrass the slaveliolder in the enjoyment of
that Slavery could not go there unless intro-his slave property, so s to tease Slavery out
duced by a positive act of Territorial legisla-jof the Territory if they can. If; ten years
tion. Is that what Douglas’s principle of jago, a man had undertaken to cril this Popu-
Popular Sovereignty contemplated? 1By nolar Sovereignty, the people would have sus-
means. Tor, according to him, a slaveholder|pected him of serious _nicntnl derangement
may introduce his slave property, and there-{1s not 1 ally this kind of Popular Soversiznty,
by introduce and establish Slavery in a terri-*according to Mr. Lincoln’s striking illustra-




9

tion, * as thin as the homeopathic sonp that
was made by boiling the shadow of a pigeon
that had been starved to death?’ (Renewed
langhter.) Jt would scem iinpossible to make
it thinner, and yet Mr. Douglas undertakes
this incredible tusk., After having tried to
delude the voters of Illinols into the belief
that consistently with his position, the peopie
of the Territory may, in some round-about
way, remoeve Slavery, this * true champion of
Freedom,” goes South and proves there that
slavery has a legul existence in the Territo-
ries, We find him at New-Orleans, and the
same man who at Freeport had told the peo-
nle of liiinois that 1t mattered not what the
1 - 3 * .

Supreme Court wight decide, as to the ab-
stract question, whether Slavery may or may
not go into a Territory—ths same man speaks
to the people of Louisiana as follows:

1, In comamon with the Dzmccracy of Tllinoly, aceept the
declston of the Sapraine Court of the United States In the
case of Dred Scott, an an authoritutive fnterpretation of the
Constitutlon, In accordance with that decision, we hold that
alaves are property ; snd hence on &an equal footibg with
other property, and the owner of the slave has the same
right to move into a Territory, and carry his slave proper-
ty with him, 28 thie owner of any other yproperty has to go
tiere and carry his property.®

If there could be any misunderstanding as
to the meaning of this sentence, he has re-
moved the possibility of it by an expression

he used 1n debatain the Seoate on tho 23d of

Fobruars, 1859.

‘““Slaves, according to the Dred Seott decision, heine
property, etand on an eyual fuoting with all other kKings of
property ; and there 13 just as much obligation on the part
of the Terrfzorinl Legisluture to protect Slaves, nyg every
other apecies of property, ns there 18 to protect horses, cut-
tle, dry goods, and liguors,™

—And mark well, Judge Douglas never for-
retd the liquors ! (Loud laughter and ap-
plause.) There is Douglas, as the candidate for:
the senatorship of Hlinois, who does not eare
what way the bupreme Court may decide;
and here is Douglay, the candidate for the

Cresidency, who declares the decision of thes
Supreme Court to bLe the antheritative inter-
pretetion of the Constitution,

What then did the Supreme Court in the
Dred Scott case deeide ! Let me guote from
lioward’s oflicial report some of the points
Liid down in that case:

Y Every citlzen hag & right to take with kim into thie terrl-

tary tiny article of property which the Constitution of the
Unlted States recognizes as property,

“ Tie Constitution of the Ui, 3, recopnizes slaves as pro-
perty, and pledges the rederal Government to defeind 8.9

Thnt et of Congress, therefore prohibiting o citizen of the
U, 8. taking with Bim his slaves, when fie removes into the |
Territory in question, to reside, 18 an act of authority over

the private property which §s thuy wi rranted by the Consti- ! geer

tution,

*While It remaing o Territory Congress may lecislute aver
it within the scape of ifs constitutional powers, in relation to
citizeny of the United Stater, nnd may establish o Territorial
Government, and the form of the loeal government must he |

regulated by the dircetion of Congress, but with powers not |

4

exceeding those which Congresa itaelf, by the Conetitouing ¢
authorized to exvereise over the cittzeny of the United Stities

e respect to the vights of property,™

If this nceds any clucidation I may furnish
it by quoting a few mere sentences from the
decision :

 No word can he found tn the Conatitution which gives
Congress more power over slave property or entitler property
of that kind {0 iess protection than property of any other de-
scription s the only power cunferred ls the pocer roupled
with the duly of guarding and prolecting the vuwner in
hig righis.”

Tits, then, is what Douglas calls the autlior.
itative interpretation of the Constitution, and
he well nnderstands what it means: for did
he not say that there is just as much ollign-
tion on the part of the Territorial Legislature
to protect property in slaves as there 1 to
protect any other species of property 7 Well,
but what becomes of his great principle of
Popular Sovereiguty ¥ What bhecoties ¢ven of
that homeopathic decoction cuiled unfriendly
lepislation?  Congress can, according to the
Dred Scott decision, which Douglas acknow-
ledgres to be * the authoritative interpretation
of the Constitution,” confer no power which
itselt does rot possess. The only power it
possesses 1 regard to slave property is the
power of guarding and protecting the owner
in his rights, and that power is coupled with
the duty to do so. Heuce the ouly power
Congress  can confer upon the Terricorial
Government, in relution to slave property, is
the power coupled with the duty of guarding
and protecting the owner in his vigits,

Thus we are obliged to lower the standard
of Popular Sovercignty still another decree,
it order to reach Douglas’s great principle.
(Laughter.) It does not even consist in the
right of the people to tease Slavery out of a
Territory; 1t cousists in the power of a Terri-
torial Legtsliture, coupled with the duty to
pass acts tor the protection of Slavery, vut by
1o means against it. The assumed power to
pass unfrieudly luws seems to be changed into
the duty to pass friendly laws, 1 cali this
Popular Sovercignty with a vengeance ! It
is Itke moek turtie soup-—there is soup enough,
but not a purticle of tartle. (Applause and
langhter.)

It is true, Judge Douglas was in the habit
of quibbling a little about the meaning of the
Dred Scott deeision ; but the Wickliffe resolu-
tion adopted by his friends at Baltinjore Las
helped him over his ditienltics, It is to the
fullowing ctiect

M Resolved, That # is in accordance with the true inter-
preistion of the Cincinnati platform, that, during the
existence of a Territerinl Government, the measizre of
reéatricticn, whatever it may be, imposed by the Federal
Copstitution on the powers of the Territorial Legiclatures,

thesubjocet of domestic relations, as the v tme s beey
or inlf heved e be qnally determined by the Su Jireine

 Court of the United Stirtex, shall be respocied by oo

citizens and enfureed with promptngss and pgelity, by
every branch of the Federal Goverament.™
r% b
I'o o
of ieve
We

o which Judge Douglas, in his letter
aflee, most graciously assents,
enr 1o louger of the “rights of the
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people of tho Terrifories to formn and regulate | by locat law, then it existed there by a law
their domestic institutions in their own way,” | higher than local law, and that could bo no
but now, *of tho measare of restrictions im-other than the Constitution of tho United
posed upon the Terri‘torial Legislatures over |States, In this case every sane man must seo
the subject of domestio relations.” The change | that then Slavery cannot be removed from a
15 very significant; what are these restriotions? | Territory by a mere act of tha Territorial
They are, or may hereaf* sv be, finally deter- {logislature, whether direet or indirect; and
mined by the Supreme Uourt of tho United | Mr. Douglas nved not afect any surprise at
States, Let me remind you that previous to |the doctrines his Southern opponents lold.
tho election of Mr. Buchanan, whenever the | They are the natural, the legitimate, the logical
nestion was put as to the right of property in | offspring of his own position. When he con-
slaves under a Territorial Government, Judge | ceded that all-important point—and he did
Douglas’s regular reply was “that 18 a question | conceds it—this * charapion of Freedom’ was
for Congresa to decide.” That answer was tho | either aware of the consequence, or he was
forerunner of the Dred Scott decision. Weonot. If he was not, he is liable to the charge
are now told ‘as shall hereafter be finally { of gross stupidity ; if ho was, ho is liable to
determined, by the Supreme Couit of thejthe chiarge of deliberate betrayal of the cause
United States.” What will follow ? The re-{ot free labor, covered with the grossest hypo-
striction, already finally determined, we know ;jcrisy, In what character do you like your
it 1s, that Gtoverament caanot impair the right ; * champion of freedom® best?  As one who
of property in slaves, but has the power, | has not sagacity enough to defend it, or as one
coupled with the duty, to protect and guard | who deliberately betrays it? There aro cases
thie owner in his rights,  * Restrictions which | where stupidity is no less eritningl than hypo-
nay herveafter be finally determined!” Ilea-|erisy. (Applause.)
ven knows what they will be. Buk, “whatever] This then is the * great principle of Popu-
ther may be,” Douglas is pledged to enforce|lar Sovereignty.” (Laughter.) This is © leny-
them ** with promptness and fidelity.” ing the people perfectly free to form and
So it turns out that his Popular Sovereignty | regulate their own domestic institutions in
fastens Slavery more irremovably upon a Ter- | their own way.” I am warranted in siaying,
ritory as such, than it is fustened upon South | that, if ever « giganiic, unscrupulons, shatne-
Carolina herself. The people of South Caro- {less aud was attempted upon a free people,
lina in their sovercign capacity may abolish it ia this ' great principle,”--if history over
Slavery whenever they see fit. The people of | furnished an example of unblushing, =canda-
Kansas in their Territorisl condition caunot, {lons, revolting hypoerisy, it is this “truo
The people of South Carolina have the right ! champion of freedom.”” To fasten Slavery
to discourage Slavery by unfriendly legislation; | irremovably upon the Territories, and ealling
the people of Kansas are bound to guard and (it *leaving the people perfectly free to
protect the slave-owner in his rights, and arc | regulate their own domestic institutions! —
restricted from passing laws violating thatito strip the people or every right to regalate
obligation, , The Federal Government has no . their own atiuivs, and to call it Popular So-
power to interfere in South Tornling, but as|vercienty! Strike the word “ demagoruism?
soon as Kansas dares to disregard the “restrie-{ out of your dictionaries if you do not want
tions.” Judge Douglas, if he should Lecome. to apply it here. (Applause.) DBut, although
President of the United States, would stand, we way understand how inordinate, desperate
pledeed to enforce that restriction * with!ambition should rexort to such frands, it re-
promptness and fidelity,” Aund after having mains traly wondertul that so many thou-
struck down the freedom of the Terriiories, | sands have suffered themselves to bo deceived
this * champion of freedom™ will sneak Lehind . by them. (Applause.)
the judicial despotism of the Supreme Court,: Is it surprising that the * champion of
and like the murderer of Banque, tell you, : Freedom,” who defends sach theories; should
“ Thou canst not say I did it!” (Cries of ; be found a little unrelinble in practice? Ifow
shame.) s elamorous he was against the Lecompton Cor -
But I say he did do it. (Applause)) The stitution! What a terrible idea, that a Terri-
character of his doetrine of Popular Sove-itory should be foreed into the Union as a
reignty was determined by *he decision of the ) State with a Constitution not approved by the
question, whether or not sl.ve property, asipeople! At lust the people of Kansas frame
such. could be introduced iz » Territory a new Constitution ; it s submitted to fhe
before Slavery was established there by ajpeople: it is approved by a large majority,
positive act of Territorial legislation, Tt this| All conditions of admission rigorously com-
question was decided in the aflirmative, the iplied with, they knock at the door of the
doctrine that Slavery i3 the «reature of local  Union, and we expeet to ree our true ** chan
law, was totally abandoned. 1£8lavery could: pion of Freedom ™ rush to the rescue with
st in a Territory without beiry established 'unabated zeal—for his great point is gained.
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But where is Douglas? The House of Repre-
sentatives votes in favor of the admission;
the decision of the question depends upon the
action of the Senate. The matter is refoerred
to the Committee on Territories. That Com-
mittee consists of seven members, Douglas
is one of them ; but he does not attond their
meetings, The vote of the Committee stands
3 to 3. Douglag’s vote can deoide the ques-
tion in the Committoe, in favor of the ad-
mission of Kansas, and it is well known how
far the action of a committee goes to deter-
mine the action of the Senate; but Douglas]
docs noi vote! (eries of * shame.”) The
question rem4ins in this suspended state for
some time., The country looks for the action
of the Committee ; the action of the Commit-
teo i3 blocked by a tie; but Douglas does not
vote! Dounglas, who had declaimed <o fiercely
agamnst the admission under a constitution
which the people did not want, does not vote
when the admission is applied for with a con-
stitutinn which the people do want. Doug-
13, the *“true champion of Freedom,” hold-
ing the fate of Free ILansas in that Cotnmittee
in his hands, Donglas does not vote!  How is
this?  When he opposed the Lecompton |
Constitution ke was a candidate for re-
clection to the Senate, But things have!
changed sinee,  Donglas now acts as a eandi-
date tor the P'resideney.  The same man who,
in 1857, had to propitiate the Free people
of Hlinuis, has now to propitiate the people
ot the Sonth: and instead of deciding the
report oi the Committee in favor of the ad-
mission of Kansas as a Fres State, he is
busily engaged in prepaving his 15th of May
speech, whieh is to convinee the slaveholders
that his great priveiple of Popular Sovercignty
iz working favorably tor the introduction of
Sleve States—the Free State of Kansas is kept
out of the Union once more, and he is held
up as the * true champion of Freedom.” Poor
Freadom then!—the champion’s belt lies like
a halrer around her neek,  (Loud applause.)
Here T will stop, T mieht go on for hours
piling fact upon fact, conclusion upon con-
cinsion, argument upon arcument, until the
putrid accumulation of frand aml hypocrisy
exposed to the sunlight would torture your
very nostrils, (Langshter)) It is enough. T
will dismiss Mr. Douglas @ the true champion

H B
ot Freedom,” and dovote a fow remarks to
Mr. Douglas *the createst of living states-
men  (Renewad banerhter,)

True statesmanship ean rest upon no other
basis but an inthnate familarity with the
philosophy of government, and a thorough
knowledge of the sourees and effvets of poli-
tieal institutions, 1t can have no other aimn
and end but the econservation of sonnd eousti-
tutional principles, and their application most
tavorable to the development of popular!

il —

liberty. (Applause.) Let us see how ‘‘the
grreatest of {iving statesmen V' stands the {est.
I shall confine myself’ to a few facts of vitul
importance.

It 18 one of the striking peculiaritics of Sr
IFederal polity, that the ditferent branches of
our (zeneral Government ¢njoy a certain inde-
pendence in the exercice ot the functions re-
spectively assigned to them. In order to gnard
against the dangers and abuses whick inight
arise from that independence, the powers ne-
¢essary for the exercise uf those functions had
to be carcfully limited and strictly defined.
Thus a system of checks and halances was
established in our Constitution, which is caleu-
lated to render usurpation impossible. It is,
indecd, said that the Executive branch ot our
Government is responsible to the penple, but
that responsibility consists only in its being
liable to impeachment. IFor the Sceretaries
of the President do not, like the Ministers of
the Crown of LTngland, sit upon the benchey
of the Lepislature, subject to the immediate
control of the parliamentary majority. Our
Exeentive, unlike that of other constitutional
governments, is stable for aterm of tour years,
removablo only on the conviction of treason,
bribery, and other high erimes and misde-
meanors. But already Jeftersen told von that
Impeachment is & mera scarc-crow. 5o tie
Executive moves independently within the
circle of its own powers. It is, therefore. of
vital importance that this circle should be
strictly drawn, and those powers ot the Le-
rislature which form a necessary supplentent
to the powers of the Execcutive, be jealously
vreserved,

It ihis system of checks and balances is of
ceneral necessity, it is doubly indizpensable in
all matters relating to the administration of
our foreign policy. It is natural and proper
that in all diplomatie transactions with toreien
Governments, our Executive should Le in-
trusted with a certain discretion.  But the
Cabinet of the President, not being subject to
our Legislature in the same munner as the
British Ministry is to Parliament, it is essen-
tial that in the absence of this immedinte eon.
trol, another svstem of checks stwuld be
placed around the Executive power.  This
was done in the Constitution by making, not,
indeed, the diplomatie transactionsthemselves,
but their ends and results, immediatelv de-
pendent upon the direet action of Congress,

| Thus, no treaty ¢an be made and consunina-

ted without the approval of the Senate by a
two-thirds vote, And Congress alone shall
have power to declare war. Why was the
war-making power not intrusted to the Exeen-
tive? It is hardly necessary to deseribe to
you the part which wars have plaved i the
history of the world—the blood of mitlions
spilled, not seldom, for paltry causes ; the Lap-



piness of generations destroyedy tho prospe-
rity of countries blighted for conturies; the
ri[.g\ts of men trodden under foot; the pro-
ovess of civilization set back for ages! Isit
wonderful that the framers of ¢our Constitu-
tion should not have intrusted a single officer
with the formidable power of bringing all
these calamities upon the Republic ¢—an ofti-
cer, too, who, for a certain time, does not
stand under the immediate coutrol of the re-
presentatives of the people. The war-making
power—one most extensively involving the
interests of the nation—is certainly one of the
highest attributes of sovereignty, and it was
most wisely reserved to that branch of the
Government in which the sovereignty of the
people is most comprehensively represented.
The power to declarve war being withheld from
the Executive, and expressly lodged in Con-
oress, it follows that the Executive can have
po authority to use warlike measures unless
specially aunthorized by Congress; for what
would the exclusive power to declare war be
worth to Congress, it the power to use belli-
gerent measures withont special authority—
that is, to dring on or make war—syvere vested
in the Executive? This i3 one of the distin-
guishing features of our constitutional system.
It cannot be changed without breaking down
the safegnards of our national security, No
man who understands the spirit of American
institutions will fail to see this, and he who
does not, may be said not to comprehend the
tendency of our fundainental laws, Is it not
surprising that we should find such a man in him
whois held up to us *“ as the greatest of hving
statesmen?”’  For a number of years, wherev-
er there was a dificulty between this and a for-
eign Government, Mr. Douglas endeavored
again and again to invest the President with
the power of using warlike measures at his
own discretion, without waiting for the action
of Congress. Ilere is a bill introduced by
Douglas, on the 24th of May, 1858 :

‘¢ Be it enacted, cte., That In cases of flagrant violations
of the laws of nationa hy outrage upon the flag, or soll, or
citizens of the United EStates, or upon thelr property, under
circumstances requiring prompt redress, and when, in the
opinion of the Fresident, delay would be incompatible
with the honor and diguity of the Kepublic, the ['resident is
hereby authorized to employ such force ns AR may deem
necessury o prevent the perpetration of such outrapes, aml
tr ahtain just redresy and satlsfaction for the sume when
perpetrated s and it shall be hie duty tolay the facts of each
cuse, with the reasons for Li3 action in the premises, before
Congress at the earliest practicable moment for such further
actlon thereon as Congress may direct.”

This bill was introduced atatime when ves-
sels belonging to the British navy, in the Gulf of
Mexico, undertook to stop and search Ameri-
can merchantinen on the suspicion of their
being slavers, The bill did not pass; but
whenever there was an opportunity, be it in
a discussion on appropriations for the navy,
or on the oceasion of some foreign difficulty,
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he again and again tried to bring about the
fatal transfer of power., 1t was on tho 18th
of February, 18569, when ho disclosed his views
more fully and empl.atically than ever before,
The President, in u special message, asked for
special anthority to protect American citizens
on the Transit route. Then Mr. Douglas ex-
pressed himself as follows:

#1 think the Presldent ought to have the power to redress
sudden Injuries upon our cltizeny, or outrages upon our fing,
without walting for the nction of Congress, The Executive
of cvery other natlon on earth has that authority, under
their respective forms of government, . . , . I go fur
ther, Bir. I would intrust the Executive with the authority,
when an outrage i3 perpetrated upon our ships and come
merce, to punish it fnstantly, when he thinks the (nferest and
the honor of the nation requive prompt action. I would
make this principle goneral in it application, 1 deslre the
Preaident of the United States to have as mitteh nuthorlty to
protect American citlzens and the Amerlean fing abroad as
the Executlve of every other civilized nation on enrth pos-
seB3cs, o . . o 1 am willing to adopt the principle that
this authority shall be wvested in the Prestdent of the
Unlted States as arlghtful authorlty nnd a penonanent rule of
actlon, applleable all over the world, whenever 1y thinks
American interest and Amerlean honor requires it to he ex-
erted., . . . . Yhen it Is Known thit our Exceutlve hias
the same authority outside of the United Btatea that the
British Prenier and the Frenck Emperor, or the head of
any other nation possesses, you witl find there will be a fess
number of cutrages,’ vic,

If Mr. Douglas had brought forward propo-
sitiong like this in tho heat of dehate, arvused
by warlike excitement, we migzht exeuse him
on the plea that his temper ran away with his
judgment. But the frequent, deliberate, per
sistent relferation of these views must urge
tho convietion upon us that they have become
with him a settled political doctrine. Did he
ever consider the extent and consequences of
the change he demands?  Dues hie know what
it means, that the President shall have the
power, without waiting for the action of Con-
gress, to use the arimay and navy when he—
not when Congress, but when Aec-—thinks the
interests of the country require 1t?  Suppose
the President be o man of excitablo temper—
of more valor than disceretion—or a man of
inordinate ambition—or a wily pelitician, an-
scrupulous enough to involve the country in
war in order to divert popular uttention from
home difliculties,  Suppuose such a 'resident
has the power to use the armed forces of the
United States when he thinks fit, Will not
our peace and security he entirely at the
merey of his temper, his mubition, or his un-
gerupulousness?

This is not so dangerous, says Mr. Douglas,
for “ not every belligerent act leads to war.”
No, certainly not; butir there is soything in
tho world apt to lead to war, it i3 o bellige-
rent act. (Laughter) It is true, according
to Mr, Douglus’s bitl) the Dresident will have
to report 1o Congress *at the earliost practi-
eable moment:;” but will not the President
be able, by an indisercet use of the army or
navy, to involve the country in war, to array
nation against nation, long before that “ car-



liest practicable moment arrives? It is true
Congress will, after & while, have power to
stop the warj but are you not aware that
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| subject to the immediate conirol of a parlia-

mentary majority, and liable to.be vroted down
and dismiissed at any moment, which the

otrs is a Government which depends not}President and his Secretary of State ave not ¢

always on g calm public opinion, but somne-
times #lso on tho passions ol the people? If
once, by the measures of the President, we
are in active hostilities—it onece the intoxi-
eating music ot urtillery has started the war-
Nke enthusiasin of the people—if once the
fighting spirit of the masses is aroused by the
sirrht of blood—will not then, what was gom-
menced against the judgment of the people
be pushed on by thelr passions ?

Mr. Douglus urged his proposition as often
neg t];ere wWhs i F[uwk of war in the horizon.
Lut those dithiculties with Great Dritain and
the Central American Republies, for the pro-
seention of  which he demanded that the
Exceutive be invested with power to use
warlike mieasures, have been gettled by diplo-
matic transactions,  Onr peaceful relations
with foreign governments were hardly dis-
turbed.  Not {Il"up of blood was shed., The
homor of the Republie remained intuaet, the
Con=titution invielate,  Suppose Mo Donglas’s
notions fad prevailed, and he bad heen Presi-
dent of the United States, ¢losthicd with the
dizeretionary power he demanded, 1T ask yon
most serionslv, aud invite vou to ponder the
aestion, waat woubl have heen the result
then?  How many outrazes, real or inaginary,
waonld he have punished with the ariny or
navy, *without walting for the action of Con.
How often would /e, unrestrained
by Congress. have deemed instant redres:
necessary 2 Iito how many follies woujd his
ehildish hatred of Great Dritain have betraved
hitm 7 In how many wars would his sensa-
tion poliey have involved us within these Jast
few vears?  With the blood of your sons,
vou would have paid the price of his indiscre-
tions,  Let the Prestdent have the powerthat
Mr. Douglas deinands for Jin, and the gaestion
of peace or war, of prosperitr or desolation,
will depend uy.on the temper of a single indi-
vidual,  Tat Mr. Douclas iu the Presidential
chair, and give him as he demandsa, the power
of the IFrench Emperor, and he will furnish not
the pradence, bat certainly the arbitrariness,

But he contends that our Lxccutive must
have thut puwer, beeanse the Jorceutice of
erery other nation has it, Indead! Does he
not know that just there is the ditterence be-
twaenh our svstern of rovernient and those of
other conntries? (Cheers.) Did 1t never

uressl?

ocenr to him that the estublisinnent of impe-|

rial power in this epublic would require the
entire overthrow of our syvstem of checks and
balances? Iloes he not know that even in
the hands of a British Premier, this power is
leas formidable than it wounld be in the hands
of 8 President, since the British Premier is

|

Oh, “greatest of living statesmen,” if thou
dost not know that, every sweet little school-
boy can tell thee. (langhter)) DBut there
you see him, *“in the fullhess of his ignorance
of thiy vast subject, in the matarity of his
incapacity to apprehend its merits,” (laugh-
ter) as Lord Brougham would siyle it, at-
tempting to tramnple down the constitutional
sategnards which surround the liberties, and
the scenrity of the nation.  Sucl ignorance 1%
dangerous when coupled with such preten-
sions.  Let that “greatest of living states-
men? study awhile the peculiar features
whicl distingnish the republican goverpment
of Aweriea from the monarchical govermments
of the old world, Give him an opportanity
to fearn that an American President or Secere-
tary of State wus never intended to be a bii-
tish Premier or 4 Irench ISmperor. let him
Jearn to appreciate that systemr of*nice bal-
ances of power in onr Constitution, whick 13
the principal safeguard of our freedoms aud
security.  But do not speak of placing himn,
-ttell us lie is, in the oflice of highest responsi-
bility, © If you wunt a &¢/2 man to administer
vour laws, seleet him aong those who ander-

-
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~tapd  their spivit: not oue who ineans to

cushion his P'residential chair with imperial
powers, and who would tauke delight in play-
ing Iike a reckless boy with the clubs of Her-
cules.  (Applause.)

[t is 1y suspicion that Mr, Douglas tried to
cftect that centralization of power in the
hands of the President, expecting to he Presi-
dent himself, and that then he would nse 1t
tor the purpose of pluuging the country
into warlike enterprises to result in the con-
guest of Cuba and a part of Mexico, which
poliey of conyuest would relieve him of the
ditienlties n which his position upon the
Slavery question has involved him. 1 give
this as my suspicion.  You may judge tor
yourselves whether it is sapported by any
moral evidence growing out of his past career
amdl present situation.  13ut the measure he
urged and advocated 13 so dauzerous and de-
tostuble In itself] that no ulterior design
canl make it more damnable. It certainly is
ong of the aets dictated Dby the evident desire
to retrieve the lost tavor of the Slavery propa-
aandizts by outduing them in everything not
immediately connected with the Territorial
question,  This may be considered a4 grave
charge, and 1 will substantiate it at once, for
in these attempts Judge Douglas’s statesman-
ship shines with more than ordinary lustre.
(Langhter.)

John Brown had made lis insurrectionary
atterapt in Virginia, The Republicans openly
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disapproved of the act, and denounced it in
good faith, as they would disapprove and
denounce every interference with tholaws and
institutions of other States, as a violation of the
spirit of our institutions,which furnish forevery
evilalawiul remedy. ButtheSouth was exeit-
ed, and Douglas saw a chance for himself, 1le
pounced upon it with almost indecent eager-
ness, morbidly anxious to anticipate the action
of the Committee on the Harper’s Ferry affair,
which was expected to offer propositions ap-
plicable to the case.  On the 224 of January,
1860, he introduced the following resolution
into the Scnate:

¢ Regoleed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in-
structed to veport a bill for the protection of each State nnd
Territory In thae Union agalust Invasion by the authoritles
of or inhabitants of any other State or Tervitory, and for
the suppression an¢d punlshment of conspiracies or combi-
nations In any State or Terrltory with intent to invade,
assail, or molest, the government, property, or institutions,
of any other State or Territory of the Union.”

The true intent and meanming of this resolu-
tion was made plain by the speech with which
the Judge accompanied it, Aftor having en-
deavored to show that the Constitution con-
fers apon our Federal Government the power
to do what the resolution contemplates, he
tlien defines his object as 1ollows

¥ Qir, I hold that it is not only necessary to use the mili-
tary power when the actual case of invasion shall accur,
bat to authorize the judicial department of the Govern.
nent to suppress all eonspiracies and combinations in the
gseveral States with Intent to invade o Btate, or niolest or
disturb ita government, its peace, it3 citizens, its properiy,
o« its Institutiony,  You must supprers the conspiracy, the
combination with intent to do the act, and then you
will guppressitin adeanee. . . . 1 demand that the
Constitution he executed in goad firith, so ax to punish and
suppress every combinition cither in invade a State, or to
molest its inhabitants, or to disturh its property, or to
subvert its institutions and 13 povernment. 1 believe this
can he effectually done by authorizing the United States
Courts in the several States to take jurisdiction of the
offense and punizh the violiation of the luw with appro-

priate punishments,™

So much about the way in which the com-
binations can be and ought te be suppressed
and punished, Now what ave and where are

the coinbinations?

“ 8ir,” gail the Judge, ** what where the causes which pro-
duced the Harper's Fury outrage? Without stopping to
adduce the evidence in detail, I have no hesitancy In ex-
pressing my firm aml deliberute conviction that the Har-
per's Ferry crime was the natural, logical, and inm'lt:ilhle
result of the doctrines and teackings of the Republican
party ag explained and cnlorced in thelr platform, their
partisan presses, thelr pamphlets, and books, and especially
in the speechies of their leadoery, in and out of Congresy.
. + . The great princinie that underlics the Republican
party is vielent, irrevorcilible, eternal '_n'nrfﬂre upon the
institutione of Am v Slavery with a view to its ultimate

extinction throughout the land.”

This Jangnage is plain, There is the dun-
gorous combination with intent to carry ou 4
violent warfare against the institutions ot other
States. Now let us see what the Judge is go-
ing to do with the nnfurtunate combiation to
which, I am sorry to say, most of us belong:

‘ Qir M gays the Judge, * give us such & law as the Consti-

tution cnntcmplates and anthorizes, and I will show the
fenator from New York that there is a constitutional mode

of repressing tha irrepressible conflict. I will open the
prison.door, and allow the conspirators agninst tho peace
of the Repnblie and the domestic iranquilllity of other Etates
to select thoir cells, swherein to drag out a miserable llife
as a punlshment for thelr critves against the peace of
society,”

But, in order to remove all doubt as to
what the conspiracy and combination is, he
proceeds:

“ Can any man 2ay to us that, although this outrage Las
been perpetrated at Harper’s Ferry, there Is no danger of
its recurrence? Eir, I8 not the Republican paay still em-
bodled, organized,contident of succceas, und defiant in its pre-
tensions ? Daes it not nuw hold and proclaim thersame creed
a8 before the Invasion 2 Those doctrines remiin the same.
Those teachings are Lelng poured Into the minds of men
throughout the country by meuans of speeches, snd pamph-
lets, and books, and through partisan presses, The causes
that produced the Harper's Ferry invasion nre now inactive
operation. . . . Mr Preshdent, the mode of preserving
penceds plain, Thissystem af sectionnl warfare imnst cease,
The Constitution has given the power; nnd all we ask of
Congress 13 to glve the means, and we, by indictments anqd
convictivns in the Federal Courts of the 2every] States, will
make such examnples of the lenders of such conspleacies ay
will strike tevror Into tlie heavis of others 3 and there will he
an end of this crusade.  Sir, we muast cheek it by crushing
out the conspiruey and combination; and then there can

| be safety."

{1 contess, when T read that speeeh, and the

resolution in detense of whieh it was made, T
stood horrov-stritek—not as thongh I had
teared that & Congress condl he yound so de-
senerate as to pass such a Jaw, It heeauso o
senator fiad been yound who had the efiront-
ery to advoceate it in the open halls of an
American Legislature.  (Loud applanse)) This
18 not a mere figure of speech. T do not exag-
gerate. Only look at it. A treasonable atteinpt,
has been committed,  The offeuders are pun-
ished,  Mp, Douglas introduces o proposition
for a Iaw intended to prevent a repetition of
the attempt,  He pretends to diseaver the ori-
eitt of the treasonable attempt in the opinions
and dectrines of a great national party. e
charges that party with waging a sectional
warfare atd erusade azainst the institations of
some of ‘he States, and deelares that this cru-
sade 15 carriedd on by speeches, pnmphlets,
lln'_n::k:-a. ad partisan presses—hy ideas heing
ponred into the ninds of the people, e de-
clares that there can bo no peace as long as
those canses which produced the treazonable
attempt remain in active operation,  fle pro-
poses to clieck this crusade by erushing out the
conspiracies and combinations by which 1t is
catrried on ; and the rneans by whicl e intends
to erush them out are indictments and convie-
tions in the Federal Courts, makiug saech ex-
wmples of the leaders as will strike terror into
the hearts of others,  Tle proposes to open
prison cells for themn, whercin to drag out a
miserable life. This is the proposition sub-
mitted to the Senate of the American Repub-
lie—not by the King of Naples, not by the
Vizier of the Turkish Sultan, not by the Chief
of Police of the Russian Czar, not by one of
the Terrorista of the Frenelh Hevolution—hut

by an American Senator, on the 234 of Jalv
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1860. Twill not stoop to defend the Republi-
can party against these accusations. They are
of 8o ridiculous, so preposterous a nature, as
not to call for the serious notice of any can-
did man. (Applanse.) BBt no matter. Let
us embody the intent and meaning of Mr.
Douglas’s resolution and speech in the shape
ot a law, 1t will probably read as follows:

SrcrioN 1, Re it enacted, ete., That If any person or per-
cans, residing In any State or Territory, shall unlawfully com-
bine or couspire together, with Intenit to invade, nssail, or
nolest the Government, iuimhituntﬂ, property, orinatitutions,
of any other 8tate or Territory, or il any person or perdons,
with Iutent, as aforesaid, shall connsel, idvize, or attempt to
procure nny riot, invasion, nnlawlu) arsembly, or combina-
tion, ®hether such conspirucy, threatening, counszel, advice,
or attempt, ghall have the proposed effeet or ant, he or they
shall be decmed guilty of a Ligh misdemeanor, and upon
convietion hefore any Court of the United States, having
juriadictian thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceedd-
ing —— dolliur4, or by lmprlsonment, daring & terim not less
{thatt ——— vears, nor exceading vearsy atnd further, at
the discretion of the Court, may be holden to flud security
fur hi3 or their good behavior, in such sum, and for such
time 18 the Court may direet,

Thi< section wounlidd cover the conspiracies
and  combinations thewmselves,  but Douglas
says that such treasonable thing< will be re-
peated as long as the causes from whiech they
Spritg remain in active operation,  Heo there-
fore, wants to erush out the catnses~:; whicl
mnay be done by section sceond

Qe Q0 Andd be £t further evaeled, That I any poeraen,
tbhaldtant of any one State or Territory, shall write, print,
utier, o pnbli=h, ar shall eatise o precure o Yo written,
privted, utterod, or pabicied, or shall knowinely o willivgly
authorize or aid In wiitine, printing uttertie s, o2 publisLing,
atiy o or optlicles writing orwriinegs arainst the
Govermment, Induitanty, Liws, or inalitations of otber States
or Territories, with tent to definne thae =aid Gove rminent,
v htery inhabitanta, Lawse, ar stitatiens, or to eaeite
aratn=t them the hatood aof thee cond people of nns of the
stiutes, ar to exelte any unlawful eaobinations far invadine,
wastiliige, or tnedesting the Goveriinent, inhabtrants, pro-
pecty e institwtions of other Stad: or Territories, boing
theronf coanvieted hefore anyv Court of the United States
Lavine jurisdiction thereol, he shiail be punizhed Ly o fine
nat excesiling -—— dJoilars, aid by itiprisomonent not eaceed-
[t e yoars,

Every eandid person will at onee adiuit that
these two scetions, s [ have drawn them, con-
tain nothings—mnot a ~sinsle point, not a sinclo
expression that i= not direetly and expressly
Hlli.*‘;.:u.-ilud_ h}' Mr. Doncles’s resolution and
speeel, 1t =0 happens that o law ke this is
not without preeedent in the history of this
wptublie, I is net guite unhnown to our
own Statute Dook, for the two sectiona § laid
before you as embaodicd with scrupulous aceu-
wey an Mr, Dhonglas’s proposittons, ore o {iteral
eopif of the rotorions Sedivlion Law o 1798,
[ only putin ** Govermnent, inhabitants, pro-
perty, or institutions ot other States and Ter-
ritories,” instead ot * Government ot the Uni-
tedd States, or etther House off Congress,”
The rest 1= exactly alilke; nog let me not slan-
der the Sedition Law,  The terms of anpris-
otnent preseribed in the Seditien Law are

wonld evidently not be suflicient. Then this
Sedition Law was enacted only for a very limn-
ited period, after which it was to expire, wlile
Mr. Douglas intends the Counspiracy Act to be
a permanent institution of the country., These
two features make the Sedition Law eminent-
ly liberal in comparison witls Douglas’s Con-
spiracy bill.

There may be some old man ammong us who

remembers the time when the $Sedition Law
was enacted~—he will tell you that the sarne
act which was iontended to prevent insurrec-
tion, led people upon the very brink of uan
insurrection; he will tell you that patriots,
horrified at that attempt agaisnst the libertles
' of the people, thought of the necessity of 4
second revolution, The excitement of those
days has lett its monument in the history of
this country—that monument is the Kentuceky
and Virginia resolutions, drawn by Jefier<on
and Madison.,  These resolutions were ithe
loud outery of patriotic hearts against the Srsv
tlagrant attempt at a centralization of Govern-
mental power. The Democratice party Lasin-
dorsed them againand again, It elaims Jefler-
son as its father.  What would Jefivrson, the
author of the Kentucky resolutions, sav of Lis
| degenerate  offspring who have nominascd
Lmnan for the Presideney who attempts to repeat
. the most tyrannical and ontrageous act of the
LFederalists in a more outrageous form?
EWould e not tell them that they st be
~mnistaken in their ancestry 2 (Laughter and
Cchieers,)
. Letme show you the conzequences of the
Cmtensure, and vou will understand why ite
forerunter ereated such serious alarm and ap-
Cprehiension,  So fur our political parties have
Cbeen fighting with arguments. The vietors
' obtained possession of  the constitutional
"power, and administered the Government, Las
had no power to ciolate the vights and liler-
tres of those that were defented.  However
the euntest of parties way have ended, :he
pedtce of the country was never materiatly
 disturbed, for the vanguished knew that their
Andividual security wias not inmipaired. Such
was the uniform result of the ficht with argu-
ments. Bt let the political parties onee be-
cin to fight with indictimeuts—put into thelr
hands the two-edged weapon of persceution,
and, whatever delusion you may indulge in.
the liberties of the people will be no more
secure 10 Armerica than they are in Auasiria
and Naples,

There s one kind of despotisin more ters-
ble than that of kings—that i~ the despotism
-of political partics,  (Loud applanse)  Tleir
tendency i3 not only to defeat but tu oppress
(their opponeuts. However pure their first in-

-

muaderate, not eaceeding two aud five years, tentions may be, they will in the hieat of poii-
respectively, wlitle Mr. Douglus insists on his  tical contests, insenstbly driit into that wrre-
victtus "dewrging out in their prison eells sistible current. There is but one way to
thetr miserable lives,” for which ten yearclorevent this; it is that the means of oppres-
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gion and persecution be carefully kept out of | asked the American, with astonishment,

! Ii

their reach by strictly limiting and circum- [is the power of the central Government to

geribing the powers of the Government., Do
not say that these dangerous tondencies may
be averted by a change of parties. It is op-
.pression that engenders an oppressive spirit;
upon persecution follows retaliation and re-

| (Langhter.)

ass preventive laws.” What a pity Prince
etternich is dead. In Judge Douglas he
wonld have found, tho man of his heart.
Put tho Judge’s Conspiracy 13ill
upon our statule hook, and declare it Consti-

vengeo-—that is, new persecution, and so on, | tutional,’and thoe deficieney is supplied. Prince

You may know whero it began, but not where
it will end. ‘The {ramers of our Coustitution
understood that well ; they defined the crimes
of which the Iederal Courts shall have juris-
diction with serupulous nicety. They laid
down tae doctrine that treason agninst the
Government shall consist in levying war
against the United States, and in giving aid
and comiort to their enemies, and nothing
else; and that no person shall be convieted of
treason unless upon the testimony of two wit-
nesses, not to ** combinntion with treasonable
intent,” but to the overt act, thus carefully
guarding against the idea of construective
treason. They knew well that the usual rules
of lewal construction in regard to common
crities should not be applied to political mat-
ters in which conscience and the freedom of

opinion are involved, because justice in one|

might become oppression and tyranny in the
other case. Bunt oven theso constitutional
safeguards appeared so insuflicient to the peo-
ple of those days that in the amendments to
the Constitution they surrounded the funda-
mental rights and liberties of the citizen with
a new bulwark of emphatic deelarations.
Hencee this fierce, indignant, uncompromising
opposition to every measure tending to give
lIatitude to the power of the Government over
mdividual rights.

Judge Douglas scems to have no conception
of the ground-work upon which the safely of
popular liberty rests. Let him not pretend to
say that he intended a law for the prevention
of political offences, for he onght to know, as
every well-informed man knows, that of all
the laws in the world which fasten the chains
of despotism upon mankind, there is hardly

one whicl does not rest upon the pretext that }

political oftences must be prevented. Preven-
tion of mischief was the snare with which peo-
ple in all ages and all countries have becn
prevented from asserting their iberties. (Ap-
plause.) Preventive laws are the poison with
which Ireedom is killed. (Renewed applause.)
It is said that, years ago, an American citizen
met Prince Metternich in the city of Drussels.

You remember who Prince Metternich was, |

Tho history of the world hardly knows the
mipister who had to answer for more tears
and curses of crushed nations. Tho Ame-
rican showed him the Constitution of the
United States, and asked his opinion of
it. ‘*This Constitution,” said the Prince,
“lacks but one thing, and I can govern the
Empire of Austria withit.,” “What is that?”

Metternich is willing to govern Austria, after
hig fashion, with the Constitution of the United
States, Place the power to indiet and punish
for combinations and for criminal intent in
political matters into the hands of vur Federal
Judges, thoso petty pro-consuls, who feel big
when they can show their power, an® we
shall soon have a little Star Chamber in every
judiecial district, a little Fouquier Tinville to
act as prosecuting attorney, andalittle Jeflries
| to pass the sentences of the Court; there will
be a Government spy to sinell out treasonable
combinations wherever three or four of you
are assembled, and the cells of your prisons
filled with men who have the spirit to think
and speak about Slavery as Washington, Jefter-
son, Madison, and IFranklin thought and spuke.
(Long-continued applause.)

And there are those who dare to eall the
man who proposed to inaugurate such a sys-
tem of policy a *great statesman ?? To the
honor of Soutliern men be it said, in both cases,
when he proposed to confer the war-making
power npon the President, as when he intro-
duced the New Sedition Law, he bad the mor-
tification of being put down by a slaveholder,
It was, in both cases, Jetferson Davis, the
leader of the Fire-caters, who had the patriotic
spirit to vindicate our Republican institutions
acainst the disgusting schetes ot the northern
demagogue.  (Applause.)

But 2 Northern man also was listening with
indignant astonishment to Dounglas’s speech in
favor of the New Pedition Law ; that was the
brave John IHickman, of Peunsylvania (loud
cheers), the Anti-Lecompton Democrat, who
believed in what he said.  And when he left
the Senate Chamber he broke out in the
words: * On thy belly shalt thou go, and dust
shalt thou cat all the days of thy life.” (Ap-
plause.”

And well ight he say so, for the proposi-
tion whispered into the cars of Lthe first of our
kind by the serpent of Paradise was hardly
more infuimous and infernal than the proposi-
tion Douglas whispered in the ears of the pre-
sent generation. (Loud applause.)

Where did Mr, Douglas learn these doc-
trines? 1le has been in kurope. Unable to
comprehend the means by which liberty is to
be preserved in this country, he secins to have
studied the means by which people are en-
jslaved there. Not in England, but in France

and Russig, he found much to admire. (I don’t
know whether he visited Austria and Naples.)
e basked iu the sunshine of the smilesof tho
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Czar Nicholas, The smiles of a despot sank
doeply into his hoart, and this Conspiracy bill
grew out of it,  (Ap»lause.)

And this is your ** greatest of living states-
men¢”? If this is the raling statesmanship of
our days, then good night, dearly-bought liber-
ties! good night, proud American republic!
good night, great beacon of struggling hu-
manity I I it is statesinanship fo subvert the
princeiples of the Constitution, undermine the
liberties of the people, to place the security
of the individual at the merey of a centralized
Government, then, indeed, he is one of the
greatest, and his statue deserves to be erected
side by side with that of the IHustrious Cati-
line of Rowme and the putriotic Staftord of En-
gland. (Loud applanse¢.) T donot fear that the
man who made the infmnous attempt will be
elevated to the highest trust in this Republic,
for a Just fate bas already irrevoeably decreed
against him; but I do fear that there may be
thousands of meu who will not have spirvit
enotgh to stigmuatize him with their repudi-
ation. 1 appeal to von, American freemen.
Your hearts cannot harbor a sincere feeling of
gratitude for the lieroes and sages who gave
liberty to this land, it they do not harbor a
curse for the man who attempts to destroy it
with his insidious schemes,  (Applause.)

Let me proceed: It would seemn that the
policy of a mun who introduces and advo-
cates stuch ineasures, must spring eithier from
tho profoundest jenorance of the prinei-
ples upon whicn the liberty of men is main-
Lained, or an innate love of the principles by
which the liberty of men is subverted. It
will, therefore, surprise vou a little when |

tell you that Doucslas’s svstemn of poliey rests|

upon the basis ot a profound philosophical
doetrine coneerning the only sate foundation
npon which human lherty rests. (Lanchter,)
It has always stenek me as very remarkable,
and 1t may have veeurred to a great many of
vou, that Mr. Dowslas’s mind, with all its
acuteness and fertility of resources, is ¢x-
ceedingly barren of orieinal conceptions, Al
tae speeches he has delivered since 1854
carry a peculiar flavor of staleness about then.
(Laughier.) They contain nothing but some
stereotyped  aud  somewhat  commonplace
ideas; clad. in  a sonorous, hollow swell of
languagze which derives its principal charm
from the animul vicor and cnergy with whieh
it is pufled out,  (Loud laughter.)

And here permit me to say, by the way,
that in my humble judement, I consider him
one of the 1ozt overestimated men in the
country.  DBut his speeches do contain one
original idey, and I tell you that is a bright
one; it belongs all to him: nobody ever ad-
vocated it betore, and nobody will hereafter,
(Langhtor.) We have been laboring under
the impression that Douglas did not care
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whether Slavery be voted up or down; bhut
we must beg his pardon—it turns out that he
does care; for the only original idea he can
boast of i3, that Slavery must necessarily
exist for the sake of—wariety. (Laughter.)
Do not laugh, Ipray yon—it is a very serious
matter~—it i3 the fundamental principle upon
which Mr, Douglas’s whole statesmanship
rests; and as he is the greatest statesman
alive, 1t certainly deserves a serious con-
sideration, 1lle tells us that it is the very
issu¢ upon which he conducted the canvass
in Illinois, in 1858—it is the wvery ground
upon which he placed the necessity of his
Conspiracy bill, and he has peddied it all
over the Union in numberless speaches.

The original idea, as expressed in his own
language, is simply this: ** I assert,” said he,
in his speech opening the canvass of 18568,
‘““that the great fundamental principle which
nnderlies our complex systemn of State and
Federal governments, contemplates diversity
and dissimilarity in loeal institutions and do-
mestie atiairs of each and every Stute then
in the Union, or thercaiter to be admitted,
I therefore conceive that My, Lincoln has to-
tally misapprehended the great principles unon
which our Government rests,  Untformity in’
local aud domestic aftfairs would be destruc-
tive of Btate rights, ot State sovereignty

—of personal liberty and personal freedom.

Whererver the dectrine of uniformil)y s pro-
claimed ; that all the States smust be firee or
slace o that all the labor must be white or
bick ; that all the citizens of the different
States must have the same privileges, or must
be ruled by the same regulations, you harve
destroyed the greatest safequards which our
institutions have thrown around the rights of
the citizen. From this view of the case I amn
driven irresistibly to the conclusion that di-
versity, dissimilarity, caricfy in all our loeal
aud domestic institutions is the great sute-
caard of our liberties, . Irepeat that
uniformifyv in our institutions 1S neither pos-
sible nor desirable.”

This may sound very profound, but it will
not require many words to show you how
exceedingly ridiculous it is, Whatever your
opinions ot the Judge's statesmansliip may
be, periuit me to say that whenever he at-
tempts to aet the philosopher, he becomes—
not to put too fine a point upon it—very
tunny. (Laughter,)

Ilis argnment is, that there is a variety
of interests or domestie atlairs in the country;
that a variety of local institutions grows out
of them; that upon thiz variety of institu-
tions our federal system of government rests;
that the federal system of government is tho
great sateguard of our liberties; that conse-
quently in order to preserve our liberties itis
nacessary to preserve & variety of domestic af
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fairs and local institutions. The question arises, | administration of the nearest home affairs im-
if that variety of domestic aftairs and local in- | mediately in the hands of the people. The afluirs

stitutions did not exist, would that render the
federal system of government impossible? In
other words, would a pcople, amoung whoni
there is no such variety of domestic affairs
and local institutions, be incapable of freedom ?

The original States entored into a union as
separate organizations—whethor distinet and
separate on the ground of a variety of inter-
ests, or for any other reason, i3 needless to
discnss: for if their institutions and interests
had been eover so umiform, it is evident that
they could and would not have consolidated.
But a conclusive refutation of the Judge's the-
ory lies nearer. The people of Ohio, Indiana,
Itlinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, are nearly
all depending upon the same resources-—these
States are all essentially agricultural, and, be-
sides, havo some shipping interest upon the
ereat lakes. Their domestic affairs and loeal
institutions are essentially the same. Their
system of labor is the same-—neither of them
holds =laves. The uniformity of Free Labor
was introduced there by the Ordinance in 87
According to the Judge’s theory,they must con-
solidate ; for there is among them no variety
of domestic atfairs and local institutions to
keep them asunder. It might be said that they
cannot consolidate now on account of consti-
tutional obstacles.  Granted, for argument’s
sake. DBut that vast oxtent of land was con-
solidated once in one great, solid masg, called
the Northwestern Territory. Why did it
not remain consolidated? Why was it cut up
into different Territories and States, since their
domestic interests were the same, their local
institutions the same, their system of labor the
same? There was complete uniformity, and
yet the very opposite of consolidation, All
these things remained essentially the same.
And do they desire to consolidate? And is it
necessary to make half of themn Slave States in
order to keep themn asunder? It is preposter-
ous. But this example shows that not Mr.
Lincoln, but Judge Douglas must have entirely
misconceived the source from which our poli-
tieal institutions spring,

That source is nothing else but the instinct
of self-government animating oar people. Why
do we cut up our States into counties and
townships—even those States in which the
interests and domestic aflairs of the people
are everywhere quite uniform? For the sin-
ple reason that the instinct of self-government
demands that all the functions of sovereignty
which the people can exercise by direct action
should remain in the hands of the people; and
that all political power which ecannot by that
direet action, should be so organized as to re-
main as near tho original source of sovereignty
as possible, This renders necessary such division

and local organizations as will place the direct {of the States,

|

|

|

a little more remote and general aro intrusted
to tho State Governmonts, subject to the im-
mediate control of the people; while the aftairs
of interest still more remote and general are
put into the hands of the Iederal Government,
This ramification, division, and subdivision of
political power 18 carried out no less whero
there is a uniformity of domestic affairs and
local institutions, than where there exists va-
riety. It will romain such just as long as
the people insist upon administering their
alfnirs by as direct an exercise of sovereignty
as possible, and no Jonger. To pretend that
this ramification of political power into 8 com-
plex gradation of functions eannot exist with-
out there being a variety of interests and do-
miestic 1ustitutions, would be to sav that tho
people among whom there is no such variety
cannot be free; and that is nonsense which
the merest schoolboy would be ashamed of,
But suppose, for argnmont’s zake, o variety
of interests were really se great and indispen-
suble a prop and pitlar of our institutions of selt-
covernment—is Judge Douglas unaequainted
with the ditference between manufacturing
Massachusetts and Counecticut and comnier-
cial New-York—Dbetween mining Pennsylvanta
and agricultural Ilinoiz?  But that variety
does not seem to be sufficient finr the Judyge—-
there 1= still foo much unitormity init, lle
insists that ** where the doctrine of nuitormity
is proclaimed all the States must be free or
slave—that all Jabor inust be white or black ™
—our liberties must necessarily go by the
board ; therefore we must have more variety,
The variety of manufacturing and commercial,
or mining and agricultural products, is sadly
insutlicient, IHe insists that there muost be
little variety of Freedom and Slavery, of white
and black labor; and that secms to be his
favorite mixture: his cardinal, fundamental,
sine qua non variety (langhter) ; and not only
have we no right to establish nnitorm free
labor by encroaching upon the rights of tho
States; but as a general thing, the extinetion
of his favorite variety, ¥ would he neither pos-
sible nor desirable.” Ile declares it to be * a
fatal heresy to proclaim that theve ear or onylt
to be unitormity among the ditferent States ot
this Union.” It would, then, sccording to the
sudge, not be desirable that free Inbor should
prevail everywhere, for that would ereate uni-
formity,and uniformity is the death of I'reedomn,
And now mark that wondertul nmddle of
nonsense in the head of that “ erentest of living
statesmen.” (Laughter.) Our libertics rest upon
our Federal system of Government.; our Fede-
ral system of Government rests upon the
variety of institutions; that variety of institu-
tiona consists of there being Slavery in somo
If Slavery disappeared, that
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would have told Jefferson what the great safe.
guards of liberty nre! (Continued merriment.)
But, alas! such statesmen are sometimes

variety would disappear ; 1f that variety dis-
appeured, our Federal system of Government
would disappear; it our Fedoral system of
(rovernment disappeared, the safeguards of | born not only out of season, but also out
our libortica would be destroyed-——conse-|of place. (Laughter.) What a pity Judgé
quently, it Slavery disappears, liberty disap-| Douglas did ~ot live in Switzerland, the oldest
pears also. (Loud laughter.) Republic now extant. Those benighted peo-

Again, it all the States wers free, there] ple, the Bwiss, have been for centuries indulg-
woulit be uniformity; hut uniformity in local{ ing in the foolish delusion that they wr e free,
and domestic affnirs would be destructive of | and that they had a federal system of govern-
porsonal liberty—that uniformity is prevented [ ment.  Why, there is no Slavery in Switzer-
hy the existence of Slavery, consequently the | land-—~there is not the necessary variety of
existence ot Slavery prevents the destruction | institutions there. Their States are all Free
of liberty : or liberty cannot be preserved but| States,  Thereis upitormity there, How can
by tho preservation of Slavery. (Shouts of [ they have federal institutions with uniformity?
laughier.) [low ecun there be liberty without variety ¢

What benefuctors of our hwmanity were | Impossible. PPoor, innocent sounls! they ihink
those who introduced Slavery into this land ! { they are free, and have no slaves, Let the
for they furnished the material out of which | Judge go at once on a missionary expedition
the necessary variety was made, withont! to liberato the Swiss, Ie will have an oppor-
which our liberty cannot exist,  If' they had | tunity to try that other great original idea of
not done so, then all the States would be free o] hiv, that “any politieal creed must be radi-
there would be unitormity, and we would ali{ eally wrong which cannot be proclaimed
be slaves ! (Langhter)  What nonsense tofeverywhere,” I venture to prediet that
abvolish the slave-trade!  The more slaves the| evory honest Swiss boot will litt itself and
mora variety—the more variety, the morel kick the great variety Douglas respeetfully
freedom,  (Continued laughter,) trom Alp to Alp.  (Shouts of Jaughter.)

How we mnst pity the untortunate nations!  Now ook at the strange consequence into
that have no Slavery among them; for theyv i which his variety doctrine inevitably leads
have no variety of institutions, and having no ! him,  The necessity of preserving Slavery for
viriety of institutions they eun have no the sake of Liberty—that i3 of preserving
liberty,  Poor people that have no <aves!the variety of institutions—swas the principal
amonge them ;s they ean never be free! (Poals, 2roumnd upon which he placed the necessity of
of laughter.) bpassine his Conspiracy bill, The same man

It is o little surprising, however, that this: who tells us that Slavery must be preserved
croat and Inminons doetrine of rariety T heeanse its extinetion woulid bring abont unitor-
<honld have been so little known abont the | mity, which, in its turn, would produee a con-
tine when our Government was ormwized | solidated despotie government—the same man
amd the Constitution feamed,  There were ! advoeates the passaze of a measure investing
two individuals living then who enjoyed some| the Government with powors which put it upon
little reputation for statesmans<hip, one of | the course of consolidation ; for without the
whom said, [ reast we shall have a Confede-; graut of these powers, without that act of con-
mey of Fres States;”™ and the other said, | solidation, Slavery canno® be maintained. Sla-
“ Nothing i3 more certainly written in the! very, according to him, must be preserved by
ook of I'ate than that those people (meaning i 2 measure which is evidently dangerous t
the slaves) are to be free.”  And they were | popular liberty: tor if Slavery is not preserved,
culled stateswen!  What an immense pro- | uniformiry will ensue and the liberties of the
cress we have made in these seventy vears! | people will be in danger.  In other words, lie
They would be ealled simpletons or traitors| tells us that the existence of Slavery is neces-
now ; for they either knew nothing of the | <ary for the preservation of our rights and
creat doetrine of ** rarioty "—which was very | liberties, and then he tells us that o measure
fooitsh—or, i they knew it, they plotted the | nudermining our rights and liberties is neces-
destrnetion of popular freedom by wlvoecating fsary for the preservation of Slavery. The
unitornity—whicl certainly was very trea- | variety must be kept up for the purpose of
sonable. By the way, the name of one was | maintaining our liberties, and our liberties
George Washington, and the namoe of the | must be put down for the purpose of keeping
other Thomas Jefferson,  (Bursts of laughter.) up the variety. (Lond laughter and applause.)
You will be obliged to confess that vou were| We are, indeed, greatly indebted to Judge
very much mistaken inthose two men, What | Douglas, At last we know what Slavery is
a pity Judge Douglas did not live in thoselgood for, and why its extinction is neither
ditys.  fow he wonld have knocked his great | possible nor desirable,  Even the black man,
doctrine ot variety about theirears! How helin his sufferings, will find a soothing consola-
would have tanght Washington what the fovn- | tien in the Judge's philosophy. When Sambo
dation ot our Federal system is! IHow he is tlogzed down South, and the whip lacerates




16

his back, the benevolent Judpgo will tell tho
poor fellow that he has got to be whipped for
the sake of variety (laughter); and Sambo will
smile in the swaet consciousness of bein
whipped for a very great principle. (Renewe
langhter.) Andwhen the Judge's bill is passed,
and he has opened for you the prison celis
wherein he blandly invites yon * to drag out
your miserable lives,” you will with pride
remember tho old Roman proverb, * Dulce ¢f
decorum est pro patria mori ;" and improving
upon the text vou will exclaitn: * If i3 most
sweet and honorable to die for variety's sake.”
(Laughter.)

This, then, is Judge Douglas’s philosophy of
government ; not anidea occasionally dropped
in a speech, but his great original conception.
This shallow, ludicrous, childish nonsenso is
what he emphatically proclaims to bo the fun-
damental doctrine of his whole political wis-
dom! ObL, Douglas Democrats, how proud
you must feel of your * greatest statesmnun
alive!” Permit me to offer you, in the name
of the Republican party, our sincerest congra-
tulations. (Loud langhter and cheers.)

Gentlemen: You have accompanied my re-

murks with some evidences of merriment; and,

indeed, it cannot be denied that there is some
of the profundity of the illustrious Dogberry
in AMr. Douglas’s philosophical doctrines, Dut
this is & serious wmatter. Do you not see that
to some extent the honor of the country is
involved in it¢ That rentleman stands before
s as a candidate for the Presidency, and he is
represented fo be the ‘- greatest American
statesman.”  And now, I entreat you, I be-
scech you solemnly—for there is no man here
who has the reputation of this country more
deeply at hLeart than I have—I implore you,
do not make this Republic ridiculous in the
e¢yes of the whole world by attempting to
crown that Dogberry statesmanship with the
highest honors of the Republic. (Applause.)
I am not jesting; I amn in deep and solemn
earnest ; for it vou look over the list of those
men who, since the organization of the Repub-
lic, bave been deemed wortly of 4 vote for the
Presidency, you will find not one among them
who has laid meore insidious schemes to sub-
vert the principles of the Constitution, who
did more to debauch the consciences of the
people, more to bring American statesmanship
into contempt than he. (Applause.) No, I will
not wrong Judge Douglas; there was one; 1
mean Aaron Bu.v. Ile was & more dangerous
man, for he united to a depraved heart a far
superior understanding. (Loud applause.)

Buf, as to Judge Donglas, here I stand up
before the great jury of the sovereign people
and bring my bill of indictment.

I arraign him for having changed his posi-
tion in regard to the Missouri restriction, time
and again, according to the interests of Slavery.

I arraign him for having broken the plighted

faith of the people by the repoal of the com-
promise of 1820,

I arraign him for having upleld the most
atrocious violations of the ballot-box: for
having trampled upon the most sucred rights
of the poople of Kansas, solong as the struggle
between Irecdom and Slavery was doubttul,

I arraign him for having committed a frawd
upon the people by forging and adnltorating
the prineiple of Popular Sovereignty, and
making it the machinery of Slavery propa-
candisin,

I arraign him for having deserted the eause
of Free Kansas when the people, having com-
plicd with all reasonalblo conditions, applied
for admission into the Union,

I arraign Inm for having repeatedly made
the attempt to disturb the system of constitu-
tional cheeks and balanees, by placing the war-
making power in the hands of the Prestdent.

1 arraign i tor having attempted, by his
conspiracies, a thing more outrageous than
the Sedition Law of 1798, to pat the liberties
of speech and press at the merey of a political
inquisition, and to make the judicial perseen-
tion of opinions a permanent systenn of policy.

I arraign hiim, lastly, for having attempted
to pass off upon the people a docetrine of poli-
tical philosophy, which is an insult to the
pepular anderstanding,  No, I beg your par-
don, I do not arraign him for that. for this is
a free country, where evervbody has a right
to muake himself as ridienlons as he pleasces,
“subject only to the Constitution of the
United States.”  (Loud laughter.)  And, yet.
[ arraign Lim for that also, for 1 protest thut
lie has no right to make the Republie ridicu-
lous with him,  (Applause,)

Here is the charge, It i3 for the peaple to
rive the verdicet.

(reutlemen, will you have patience enough
to listen to afew remarks about Douglas “the
Presidential candidate 2 (Voices, “ Go on™)
Well, after these exploits, he thought he was
fit to be a Democratic candidate for the Pres-
idency (lauchter). and so his name went he-
fore the Charleston Convention, Buad, won-
derful to tell, the whole Southern Democracy
seemned to have united ggeainst him; and |
honestly deeclare I think the Slave Power did
wrong. It might have found a more abjuect
and less exacting tool, but it could hardly ex
pect to find a more daring, reckless, and un-
serupulons one. What was the reason of
their opposition? Was it the Constitutional
quibbles about which they had been contend-
ing? The whole diflerence was merely ima-
ginary. Was it that tho slaveholders thought
a man who had betrayed his own scetion of
the country could not be relied upon in his
prowmises to be faithful to another! That was
more honorable than judicions in the Slave
Power, governed by such a feeling. No, I
think the true reason widely differs from this,
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and it shows that Mr. Douglas never had
sagacity enough to uoderstand his own posi-
tion. The Slave Power will somnetimes, for
expediency's sake, condescend to mske a
Northern man President, if ho consents to be
its unconditional tool, but it will never elovate
one who aspires to be or become a leader of
the party. Mr. Douglas onght to have under-
stood that, There wns his mistake. However
willing he may have been to serve them, ho
had to serve them not in his, but in their own
way, Ilo affected independence and he fell.
I think the South acted against their own in-
terest, for in Judge Douglas they would have
had a man in the Dresidential chair who
would have shrunk from nothing to regain
their favor. It is 1y coonviction that he
would have been a more nltra Pro-Slavery
President than Dreckinridge, or Jeflerson
Davis, or Slidell, and I wish they wounld still
conclude to take him soas to place every man
in his propor position. You see we are not
afraid of your combinations, (Applause,)

But the mistako was commnitted. They
opposed him to the last, and Judge Douglas
saw that his nomination in Charleston wus an
impossibility.  Then his friends moved uan
adjonrnment of the Convention, and carried
it. They were to reassemble at Daltimore a
foew weeks afterward,  In the meantime, Mr,
Douglas saw a last chance of appeasing the
South, IHe prasped at 1t with  desperate
eargerness, and he saw the great prize slipping
from his hands, and he stuked his all upon a
Inst cast, On the t5th and 16th of May, he
arose in the Senate, and in one of the most
glaborate efforts of his life, he made the fol-
lowing statement ; and, Douglas Democrats, |
alaiim your spectal attention,  Listen:

“Tt is part ot the history of tho country
that under this doctrine of non-intervention—
this doctrine that you delight to call Squatter
Sovereignty—the people of New Mexieo have
introduced and protected Slavery inthe whole
of that Territory, under this doctrine they
have converted a tract of free Torritory nto
slnve Territory more than five times the size
of the State of New-York., Under this doe-
trine Slavery has been extended not only up
to 362 30, but up to 88, giving you a degree
and a hall’ more of sluve Territory than yon
ever clgimed, . . ., What square inch
of free Territory hins been converted into
glave Territory on the Awerican continent
sinca the Revolution, exeept in New Mexico
and Virginia, under the principle of non-
intervention atlirmed at. Charleston? 111t be
true that this prineipie of non-intervention
has protected Slavery in that comparatively
Northern and cold region, where you did not
expect it to go, canuot you trust the same

principle further South, when you come to]

{ of Freedom!

Will not the same principle protect in the
Northern States of Mexico when they are
acquired, since they are now surrounded by

slave Territory 27

Oh, Donglas men, what a fallis this! 1id you not
tell ns that when the Nebraska bill was enacted, that
this law was the most eflicient way of introducing
free labor into the Territories? liave yon not most
solcunly assured us every day since 1854 that the
rinciple of Popular Sovereignty, a8 expounded by

{r. Douglag, would most certainly save all the Ter-
ritories from the grasp of Slavery? And now look
there! Your own master and prophet admits, ac-
knowledges, BoASTS of it—that this samo principle
gave to Slavery one and one-half degrees of latitade
more than it ever claimed, and that since the organi-
zation of the American Republic not a square foot
of free Territory was ever converted into slave Ter-
ritory, but by the same measure which you repre-
sented to us as the greutest and most relinble engine
of free labor! (Cries of ‘*shoame!’) Your own
master and prophet telis you in your own faces, and
in the fac., »f all mankind, and in the face of pos-
terity, that you have been lving most atrociousiy-—
lying every day for the Jast six years. This was up-
kind—was it not, Douglasites of the North?

No I am not joking. It wasterribiy unkind, All
he gaid was most certainly, most nndoubtedly, most
uncontrovertibly trae; but, I declare that if he had
the least regard for the feelings of his friends—the
least sympathy for themn in their awkward embar-
rassme nis—nhe, e ought to have been the Iast man
on carth to muke that statement. DUid be not Kuow
that you had sapported hist and made friends for
him on the fulse pretence that his great principle
woirked the cexclusion of Slavery frum the Territo-
ries? 1Xd he not know that yon had pledged your
honar—had staked your character for truth and ve-
racity upon that pretense? He knew it well. He
had encouraged you in doing <o and, after you have
compromized yoursclves for him, day after day, in the
eyes ¢ ¥ the whole world, he turns anid gives you most
unceremoniously the lie.  Oh, that was ungenerous !
It was mean—very mean—unspeakuably mesu. (Ap-
plause.) If your sclf-sacriticing friend=hip had
awakened the Jeast echo in his heart, he ought to
have been the Iast man to do so. Bnt that heart
seems 1o be 50 filled with callous selfishness-—so desti.
tute of the generous impulses of buman nature—
that if his friends, like Broderick. die for Lim, he
coldly disowns them; (cries of *Shame!”) and if
they lie for him, he promptly pats them to shame!
Disownsa them and puts them to shame! And
for what? For the purpose of retrieving the lost
fuvors of the South; of regaining the lust smiles
of the Slave Puwer! And to be sacrificed to them
—wus that the reward you had deserved at his hands?

[.ook at it ncamn.  Sece him stand before the slave-
holders in the Senate of the United Htates, busy bar-
puining away your honor for their fuvors. *Who
has ever served you wore faithfully than 1 with my
great principle 27 he asKks theri,  ** Why not let my
triends in the North preach up that principle as the
pioneer of freedom ? The fools, perbhaps, believe
themselves in what they say 1 but we know better,
D)o you not sce the result 7 Why not permit me the
innocent joke of bamboozling the people of the
North into believing that I ain the great Champion
(Laughter,y  Ab, Douvzlas men,
what & right i3 thix? He hus Tr{rsliluted you, and
now proclaims your disgrace. How do you like the
attitude in which he hus placed you? low do yon
like the pillory to which, with his own hand, he has
naifed your ears ¢ And yonare willing to stand there
—stand there quietly in the eyes of mankind? Do
vou not sometimes near an earnest voice spf:akinq

acquire additional Territory frori Mexico? | within you, speaking of a self-respect and the natural

2
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dignity of man? Does it never tell you that the
fieriest blush of shame would be an ornament to
your cheeks? My friends, I love and osteem all
that bears the attributes of human nature; but if
gometimes, in an unguarded moment, a cloud of con-
tempt arises in my soul, it is at the aspect of this
gratuitous self-degrudation, for which evenignorance
and error can hardly servo as an excuse. (Great
applause,) _

Sce there your master and prophet, dprﬂstrating
himiself before the Slave-power—in the duost, before
yous proud opponents! ¥You can no longer say you
stand hy him, for since that day he does not stand
up himself. If you are with him still-—there, at the
foot of the Slave-power, wliere he lies, you lie with
him. And what did the slavelolders do after he had
80 nieanly humilinted himself, and prostituted his
friends ? Did they smile upon him?¢ Aye, they did
with scorn, and said, **We loved thy treason well
enoufh, but we spurn iwith contempt tho traitor;”
(u']i) atse) and there he lies still.

'he: time of the Baltimore Converntion arrived, and
the struggle recommenced. It became at once
manifest that Douglas’s nomination counld not be
forced upon the Democratic party without splitting
that organization in twain; and ho saw clearly
enough that then his election would be an impossi-
bility. The South was seceding en masse, and leav-
ing the Rump Convention to do as it pleased. Then
Mr. Douglas, seein;‘;] a dizgracefal defeat inevitable,
wrote & letier to his friends in the Convention, re-
questing them to withdraw his name if they found it
1n any way consistent to do so. And I declare, if
Douglas was ever honest in anything he did or said,
I beliove he was honest then and there.

But now the moment had arrived when it became
manifest that there is justice in history. (Applause.)
Douglas’s poeition was disgusting, but his punish-
ment was sublime. Then his friends for the first time
refused to obey his command. Those whom ke had
used 8o often and so long for his own advancement saw
now there was a last chance of using him for theirs.
They said to him, * We have performed our part of
the contract; now you have to perform yours. We
have nominated you for the Presidency; now you
have to permit us to be elected Congressmen, Sherils,
County Clerks, or Constables, on the strength of your
name. Thereisno bhacking out. Ho! for the spoils!
“¢ Dost thou think because thou hast suddenlr become
virtuous there shall be no more cakes and ale? Yes,
bi\:TSt. Ann! an’ ginger-hot in the mouth, too!”
{Prolopged laughter.)

And 8o the suddle of the rump nomination i3 IIPut
upon his back, and the whole ghastly pack of oflice
hunters jump upon it, The spurs are put to the flanks
—the whip applied to the back of the panting, bleed-
ing jade. and so the spectral ride goes, cast and west,
night and day—oand may the steed go to perdition,
if only the riders reach their goal. (Loud applause
a0d cheers.) : ‘

Oh there is justice in history. He hasit at last, the
idol of his dreams—the object of his fondest wishes—
for which he has laid so many a treacherous scheme
—~for which he has turned 80 many & summersault—
for which he hag struck so many a blow at the peace
of the Republic, for which he so often prostituted
himself and his followers, for which he has hugged 80
many a loafer, and insulted so many an honest man,
for which he made every rum-shop his Lhead-quarters,
and everyruffian his friend-—he has i at last, the nom-
nation for the Presidency; but what he has craved
as 8 blessing has come down upon him as & curso!

To he nominated, and to know that an electionj (

is impossible ! to be voted for, and to know that every
vote for him i3 for Breckinridge or Lans, whom le
hates, {applause,) and every vote agmnﬂt him a vote
for Lincoln, whom he doee not love! (Renewed ap-
plause.)

J

Tu be worked for, and be awaro that those who do
the work, work not for himn but for themselvea! To bo
dead, and yot alive enough to be conscious of death !
(Laughter.) Oh, there is justice in history! Am
I eg:uggeratmﬁ? Where is that mighty leader-whose
voice once called millionginto the field ? Atthestreet
corners and cross-ronds you see him standing like a
hlind, downfallen Belisgrius—not in virtue, but in po-

verty—a bevy of political harlots surrounding him,
.and begging for the miserable obolus of a vote : heg-

ing the Know-Nothings, whom le ouce affected to
espive ; begging the Whigs, whom he once insulted

‘'with his brawling denunciatious; invoking the spirit

of Henry Clay, whom hio once called a black-hearted
traitor (cries of ¢ Shame’). Oh, poor Belisarius !
The party harlots that surround him with their ela-
morous hegging cry, steal every vote they receive for
him, and put it into their own pockets. (Applauso.)

Where 18 the bold, powerful agitator, wﬂosa voice
once sounded 80 defiantly on every contested field?
Behold him on his septimental journey (laughter),
vainly trying to find his mother’s home and %ﬂs fo-
ther's yrave ; :Emlogizing with squeamish aflectation
for Lis uncalled-for and indecent appearnnce in pub-
lio, like one of the condemned spirits you read of in
the myths of bygone agey, restlessly perambulating
the world (laughter), condemned to o more terrible
punishment than Tantalus, who was tortured by an
uncarthly thirst, with grapeg and water within his
reach—more terrible than that of the Duanaides, who
had to pour water into the leaky cask~faor 2ie is con-
demned to deliver that old speech of his over and
over again (applanse and cheers and langhter), as
often as he arrives at a hotel that has a baleony
(laughter), as often as his hasty journey is arrested by
a spontapeous gathering. And when you hear a sab-
terranean spectral voice cry out, *‘ my great princi-
ple ! of non-intervention I”’—that i3 the dead squatter
govereign atoning for the evil deeds he committed in
his bodily existence (prolonged laughter and cheers).

Not long sgo he haunted the railroad erossings and
clam-bakes of New England; then the cotton-flelds
of tbe Sovuth-—the ghostly apparition was last seen
in this neighborhood. (Prolonged laughter and
cheers.) Where is8 that formidable party tyrant
whose wishes once were commands ; who broke down
sacred compromises with &4 mere stroke of his finger;
whose very nod made the heads of those who dis-
pleased him fly into the basket; whose very whims
were testa of Democracy? Where is he who once,
like Macbeth, thought himself invnlnerahle by any
man ** who was of woman horn 3’ invincible,

—"" I'ntil
Qreat Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane hlll,
Should come agninst him,”

Like Macbeth, he has believed the flends
‘““ That paltered him in a double gense,”

and there he standa, tied to the stuke of his nomipa-

tion.
‘¢ He cannot fly,
And bear-like, must he fight his course.” (Laughter.)

But as Birnam Wood marched to Dunsinane, 8o the
very fence rails of illinois are rushing down_ utpon
him (tremendeus laughter, and cheers), and, like

t Macdufl, there rises against him the spirit of free-

labor, whose children le has murdered; that is a
ciampion ** not of woman born.’’  (Laughter). And

Nnow
“ On, Macdufl';
And damned he he who first cries hold—enough.”

Renewed langhter, and cheers). Oh, there is justice
in history. (Cheers.)

The same betrayal of the Free Labor cause-—the
Nebragka bill, which was to be lis stepping-stone
to power, proved to be the abyss which ingulfed his
honor, his manhood, his strength, and his hopes.
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And there are those who mean to_reverse the judg-
ment of history? Vain undertoking! That manis
marked by the hand
very front stands the fatal touch. Do not attempt to
arrest the hand of Bu%rema justice. You cannot save
him from his ruin. Why are you so esger to share
Lis disgrace ¢ Leaders of the Douglas Democracy,
what means your empty bravado of gtrongth? You
cannot deceive your opponents, why are you work-
ing 80 hord to deceive your friends? (Applause).
You know that your orators are but endeavoring to
galvanize a dead body into artificial life. You are
well aware that f'our mass-meeting demonstrations
are nothing but huge galvanic botteries at play.
(Laugliter), What means your :
glue your broken fortunes to ether with those of
other partica? Do you think this is the way to cheat
destiny out of its dues? Is it your ambition to have
your descendants read in the history of our daoys:
there were men living in 1860 with instincts o do-
praved that when tliey could not accomplish that
which was evil, they endeavored, at least, to prevent
that which was good ' (Applause).

And you who arc warned by the secret voice of
conscience that you are doing wrong in ﬂdherinfg to
Douglus, aud yet obey the command of party, car
me: I8 party drill und diseipline 80 omnipotent
an idol that you would sacrifice upon its altar your
independence, your manhood and all that constitutes
your moral worth?

And you who claim the
swearing by the Constitution and the laws, wiil you
stamp the evidence of hypocrisy upon your brow by
indirectly indorsing him who has done more than
any other living man to undermine the Coustitution
and nervert the laws?  Will you permit your politi-
cal hucksters to burter away not only your votes,
but your consciences and your honor ¢

But let the conspirators come on:we defy them.
(Tremendons cheering.) Go on with your coulitions,
which are made on the distinet nnderstanding that
those who ugite to-day are to cheat each other to-
morrow. (Applause). Has it become a ruling
prinvi\ale in your parties that the ¢ rank and file have
no rights which the leaders are bound to reapect?’’
(Laughter).  You will find out your mistake. Look
around you. Do you see the thousands Jeaving your
banners, unwilling to submit to your tréucherous
gchemes tu rob the people of their election? Do yon
know what that means? It means that the man rises
above the paitizan, It means the revival of

exelusive privilege of

of eternal retribution. On his |

desperate attemptto |

!

{ conscience in our polities,

" will «tand first and {vremost in the bhattle

It is the true sovereiguty
of the people vindicating itaelf. (Cheers).

Now build up your mole-hills, and call them im-

regnable fortresses. It seems you do not know

ow small they are. The logic of things will not
roll its maasive will over them, and your puny
contrivances will leave no trace hehind to tell your
dolefal story. (Applanse).

Sir, only those whose hearts arc unmoved by great
moral impulses can fail to see that we are in the
midst of & great moralrevolution. They cannotpre-
vent its final victory ; I firmly believe they cannot
even retard it. No, they are aiding it in spite of
themselves: for their goneral rottenness demon-
atrates its necessity. (Applause.) Douglas himnself
is powerfully promoting its progress. He has taught
the people of Americu a great, sublime legson.

I think it was Senator Pugh who once said that if
Douglas were struck down by the South, he would
take his bleeding corpse and show it to the youth of
the Nortwest as an example of Southern gratitude.
Let that modern Mark Antot.y come en with his dead
Ciesar (pardon me, it ig neither Cesur dead nor Mark
Antony alive), (applause and luu%htur), lct Lim bring
on his hleeding corpse, and I will suggest the fune-
rul oration. Let him say to the youth of the Ameri-
can Republic: * This is Douglas. Look at him.
For every wound the South inflicted upon him, he
Ling struck o blow at the libertiea of his countrymen.
Let him serve as a warning example thas 8 man may
be a traitor to liberty, and yet not become a favorite
of the slave power. Mark him. By false Yo ular
Sovereignty he tried toelevate himselt ; and true Popu-
lar Sovereignty strikes him down.” (L.oud appiause.)

If the vouth of America profit by this lessan, then it may

be sald that even Douglas has done gone se:Tvice to his coun-
try. (Laughter.) Then, puace be with him—his misslon
19 fulfilled,

But now wo have to fulfill ours, False Popular Sovereiguty
is down. Freemen, it Is for you to see toit, that true Yopu-
lar Soverelpnty trinmph. (Applause.)

Citizens of Nuw-York, when, after the adjournment of the
Convention which nominated that great and good man
Abraham Lincoln, for the Presidency (vhieers for Lincoln), f
addressed the people of my State #pain for the firet time, I
gatd to them: ** Let Wisconsin streteh her r.nd ucroes the
great lakes and grasp the hand of New-York., Let it be
kuown that New-York and Wiscansin, who stood together to
the last for Seward (prolonged cheers) in the Convention,
for Lincoln and
Liberty.,” (Rencwed cheers.) Wisconsin wlil redeemn ber
nledge on the Gth of November. Men of New-York, we look
1o you for o response, (Prolonged cheering.)
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A SPEECH AT THE COOPER INSTITUTE, SEPTEMBER 13, 1560,

BY JAMES 0. PUTNAX.

Mz. PresipENT AND GENTLEMEN: The late | gistracy of this mighty Republic, that pure

Republican Convontion at Syracuse had a
double office to porform. One to ratify the

nominations long vefore made by the people of |

Governor Morgen and Lieutenant-Governor
Campbell, Not only raspect for high personal
qualitics but admiration of their incorrupti-

bility in their trusts, of their inflaxible devo- |

tion to public and private justice, had enthron-
ed them in the hearts of the people; und the
Conveution had nothing to do but to give its
formal assent to the popular behest. The
great City of New-York, more deeply inter-
ested, if possible, in preserving pure the
sources of legislation than is the whole State
besides, so mighty are her interests, and so
subject are they to caprice, or wild experi-
ments, or even corrupt ambition, honors
herself in thus responding to the voice of the
people. The country sends youn greeting, and
unites in your tribute to those sworthy men of
“ Well done, good and faithful servants.” The
ballot-box will ratify it, and the world will
know that New York bestows the imperia!
crown of her favor upon the just and upright
Magistrate. But another duty devolved upon
it : the nomination of the other State officers,
- which was wisely, harmoniously made, by the
selection of men adequate and fitting in every
element of character and qualification. This
was not all. New-York is * Empire,” ard
among the foremost of the powers of the
the world, in commerce, in arts, in all the
trophies of industry and peace. Still she is
an imperium in imperto. Glorious and
resplendent as she is, appearing smong the
political constellations of this continent like

a4 new morn
Rlisen on mid noon.”

still she is bat a planet in a system, revolving
with her radiant light and obeying all the
attracting influences which would hold ber in
her exact constitutional orbit around the
Federal centre. It again devolves upon her
to express in the pointed way her purpose,
her will, in relation to the future policy of the
General Government of which she forms so
unportant a part. It was thoe business of
that Convention to indicate the medinm of
that expression, a medium which will nnite
with its colleagues of sister States to summon
from his home in the West to the Chief Ma-

justice to its

and just man, that man ever 1aithinl to the
Union and Constitution of his country, who
will restore pedce fo our borders, fraternity to
our soniiments, integrity to the administration
o1 the country, and, so far as it lies in his power,
public policy. You will ratity
that part of the labor of the Convention at the
polls under the banner of Abrahum ILincoln.
Gentiemen, Mr, Lincoln is the representative
man of a great idea, an idea which the Repub-
lican party is orgunized to maintain. There is
inspiration in the moral elementwhich vitalizes
yourthought. We are entering upon acampaizn
not of fiery passion, but of deep conviction, aiud
that conviction centering not upon interests
merely material, or related simply to woney-
hunting, butin the better, the nobler, the divi-
ner elements of the humansoul.  Itis a moral
as well as g political controversy in which we
are embarked. So far as it involves those
mighty Empires, and which are to be the fruig
of the birth throes of the Future, and which
are to spring up on the virgin Tereitories of
the West, it is not simply a question of how
rich they shall be, but shall their institutions,
the indicia of a people’s civilization, be uoble,
huwmane, free. Shall labor, the enerey that
gives value to all material things, constitute
aruling element in the yet to be created States,
be a recognized respected power, having open
to it all the avenues of wealth, culture, and
consideration, or shall it come under the law
of caste, wear the badge of dishionor, and thus
stand shorn of the glory with which God
endowed it ?

Nay, more, shall the old States, «hall the
otate of New-York, whose institutions are all
the outgrowth of free labor, whose great
heart has for fifty years beat in symnpathy
with the progressive thought of the age, crase
her noble Lacelsior from her escutcheon?
Shall she substitute in the place of the god-
dess of Liberty, whose image her cscuteheon
bears, the chains and manacles of Lnman
bondage? I do not overstate the importanee
of this controversy, as I will demonstrate be-
fore I get through, I say there is an inspira-
tion in the living issues of to-day which you
will look for in vain in the currcney and
industrial questions of by-gone times. Ire-
cayed opinions, North and South, ure buried
out of sight, and the present, pulsating with



21

all the energies of its new life, and clad in its
moral armor, is occupied with the living facts
of the hour. A few questions and rights
wore settled long ago, which we may for a
moment roview. Our fathers were men of
like passions with oursclves. They had pri-
vate ambitions, purposes of gain, local pride,
and State pride. Thoy passed through the
Rovolation with that rope of sand, the Con-
federacy, which was ntterly impotent to meet
their commercial or national necessities, It
was not sentiment alone that led them
to form this Federal Union, although frater-
nal fecling was not wanting. It was as well a
necessity, existing in defenseless frontiers, in a
prostrate commercee, in a ruined credit, in the
utter want of any central power to do any
act to mect o single one of their pressig
oxigoncies. There was nominal Slavery then
in all the States, only nominal in the Northern.
It forined one of the serious embarrassments
to the Union ; bat after months of discussion
in the Federal Convention, in State Conven-
tions, and in the primary assemblies of the
people, this glorious Union rose mighty and
resplendent, the resulé of amicable conces-
sions and adjustments, sacred and inviolable
then, sacred and inviolable now and forever.
The three-titth representation in Congress
of those holding the servile relation; the
keeping vpen the slave-trade until 1808; the
provision for the return of fugitives from
labor, menrning escaped rlaves, with such
other richts as the common law, then in foree
thronzhout the country, could invest that inte-
rest—these were the chief rights guaranteed
and seeured by the Federal Constitution to
the institution of Slavery.  These are the sti-
pulations in the Federal bond which our
futhers pledged New-York in all time to come
tomaintain,  She always will maintain them
she will never consult cither her passions or
her humanity, when ealled to discharge this
anered debt levied upon her honor.  Good
faith ix the basis of all human confidence, wud
of all tree empive.  And as an individual man,
I unite with vou in this canvass because I find
at the threshold of your organization a sacred
pledge of your moral and political power to
maintain inviolate the rights ot the States, leav-
ing to them the amplest exereise of every right
which. under the Federal Constitution, pertains
to suvervignty ; beceause you have pledged the
power of the Government, it you shall ever
be invested with it, to put down all vnlawtul
invasions, from without, of the Slave States,
and to puuish as *the gravest of crimes,”
snch forayy upon their peace; beeause, tur-
thermore, [ find in the man who i3 to give
direction to the poliey of your administration
ot the Governmoent, a man whose every senti-
ment and act, in private and in public life,
demonstrates his love of this Federal Union,

|

and his fidelity to all the balances and com-
promises of the Constitntion. In the moral
and political pledge which you gave to the
world at Chicago, and in the character of
your nominee, X find solid ground to stand
upon. Nothing can jostle it, for it is anchored
in Fternal Justice.

Gentlemen, why is the Slavery question,
North and South, the preéminent one, sub-
merging for a time every other public question ¢
I think I do not misstate it, when I say, that
it is because the controlling part of the Slave
interest is attempting to revolutionize the
whole theory and practice of the Government,
in its relations to that institution, and the
Democratic party has fully committed itself as
the instrument for consummating that revo-
lution. It was initiated by Mr. Calhoun,
when the last sands of his life were running
out, his eye being still undimmnd, and his
intellect in the full-orbed splendor or its
power. To have the Federal Government
recognize and protect Slavery as a national, not
a local institution, as the creation of universal
and not of municipal law, that it may under
such regulation and protection obtain a foot-
liold in principle, and in facet, in all our terri-
ritorial domain, and by logical consequence in
every State of the Union where the master
may please to transport his slave—this, I say,
is a revolutionary doctrine. Until within the
last fifteen years it was always conceded that
the servile relation was solely the creation of
municipal and not of natural and universal
law. This was declared by Lord Mansficld to
be the law of England. It was this great
national sentiment pervading the body of
English law, which inspired Curran to utter
that immortal tribute to the Genius of Eman-
cipation, at whose touch *the God and the
altar of Servitude sink together in the dust,”
leaving the vietimm * emancipated, redeemed
and disenthralled.”” Such trmbate did the no-
ble old common law pay to personal freedom.
In addition to this it is the avowed purpose
of a large and intluential portion ot the Demo-
cratic party to reopen the foreign slave-trade,
and obtain a code for its domestic protection
in the Territories.

These new doctrines T resist in their whole
and in their details, I resist them because
while I believe that none but a parrieidal hand
would touch a single one of the sateguards of
Slavery in the States where it now exists,
through the ngency of the General Government,
and against thie consent of the States them-
selves; I also believe Slavery to be a relie of
the darker ages, whielh ought to recede rather
than advance, before the licht of a Christian
civilization. I resist them beecanse I believe it
is a blighting curse to the Territory in which
it obtains a toothold, and to its people. T re-
siat them because [ believe its establishment as
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a principle and as a faet is equal to a bill of
oxclusion of emigration from the Free States,
Free Labor and Siave Labor I believe wmay
exist in separate States, under the same Fede-
rul Government, Had no new Territories
offared a theatre for the struggle now going
on, I believe Virginia might have held slaves
to the crack of doom and not necessarily in-
terfered with the Free Labor system of Now-
York. But if Virginia establisbes her institu-
tions in Kansas, and throws around them the
protection of the General and the State Gov-
ernments, New-York is practically excluded.
The prosperous establishment of both these
gystems in the same State Government is im-
possible, and the settloment by either in a
given State or Territory isan absolute conquest
to itself until the system voluntarily yields to
its rival. Now, what is demanded by the ex-
treme slave interest, and what I believe the
Democratic party will concede, a8s it has
always conceded everything it dared, always
having in view its ability to retain its foothold
in the North, is either a matter of right vnder
the Constitution, and if so, tho slave interest
is entitled to it or it 1s not, and then it resolves
itself into a question of ability to command its
way and entorce its will. Is it, under the
Federal Constitution, entitled to what it de-
mands? Whom shall I consult? I, for one,
will go to the I'athiers who reared this consti-
tutional edifive, and, with the most teachable
spirit I can command, will sit at their feet and
learn of them. And from Washington, and
Jefferson, and Hamilton, and every statesman
of the early time, I learn that under our Coan-
stitution Slavery is local, not national, that it
is & relation of labor, not a condition of pro-
verty. I learn, too, from them that it was re-
garded, not a blessing to be perpetuated, but
an evil to be lamented.

The mantle of the Fathers fell npon the
shoulders of Henry Clay, whose every instinct
was patriotic, and from him I learn that
neither patriotism, nor moral duty, nor fealty
to the Constitution, requires me to surrender
the new Territories, whether acquired by pur-
chase or conquest, to Slavery. With his bhand
on the holiest altar of country, himself a re-
presentative of a Slave State, he declared that
“ no earth]y power should ever make him (me)
vote to plant Slavery where Slavery does not
exist.)) This is Southern suthority. There is
another, g little nearer the North star, to
whom maany of you as well as I, are accustom-
ed to go for just expositions of the Constitu-
tion. A mon of the most capacious intellect
of liis age, o man who cherished no local patri-
otism, but loved, as he illustrated and adorned,
his whole country; who, during his last days
was separated from many of the stanchest
friends of his early and middle political career,
and who went down to Liis grave in the transition

gument at Buffalo in a drenching

period of the Republic, under circumstances
which left a work of justice to be done his po-
litical memory by posterity, a work which I
believe posterity will be glad, as it will bo cer-
tain, to exeoute., A hundred years hence
there will, except Mount Vernon, be no spot
where our illustrious dead repose, more honor-
ed by the American people, than the tomb by
the side of the sea at Marshfield. Not a line
of all the precious legacy Mr., Webster left his
countrymen—a& legacy which they will not
willingly let perish—can be found favoring tho
new doctrines. He repudiated them through
the whole of the stormy controversy which
grew out of the passage of the Compromiso
Measures of 1850, I listened to his great ar-
rain-storm,
when he developed his idea of the constitu-
tional rights of Slavery, as no man but he couid
do, and | heard him utter these words, tc that
enchained assembly, ** My opinion remains
nnchanged, that it was not in the original
scope or design of the Counstitution to admit
new States out of foreign territory, and for
one, I never would consent that there should
be one foot of slave territory beyond what the
old thirteen States had at the time of the for-
mation of the Union. Never, never. No
man ¢an show his face to mc and prove that
I ever departed from that doctrine,”

Now this is anthority from tho gniding stars
of the Revolution, and their immediate succes-
sors, which upon a question so vitul to Free-
dom, and to the best interests of my country
and my race, I will not reject for the decisions
of a Democratic caucns of yesterday, Give
me the perennial fountaing, not the Dead Sea.
So much for the Constitutional view on author-
ity and precedent. There is another view of
this question, At the time the Federal Con-
stitution was formed, [ know that, as I have
already stated, commercial and o *ter material
interests, rather than sentiments, led to its for-
mation. I know that Slavery then bore no
such relation to the wealth and economic
questions of the Southern States as it daes now,
Its cotton crop was then nothing. Now it i3
two hundred million dollars per annumm,
Slaves, per head, were of triling value. I
know encugh of human nature to know that
the humanities have a freer play with negroes
at one hundred dollars than at $1,500 per head,
I know that increase of our territory was not
contemplated. The Future of their country
the Fathers did not comprehend.  They
“builded better than they knew."” The ex-
pansive or aggressive clement of our institu-
tions has annexed to itself, since the Govern-
ment was organized, the vast territories lying
between the Mississippi and the Pacific.  This
is the legitimate outworking of our race, This
commercial and Christian civilization which we
represent, is the Aaron's rod of the age, which
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not only buds and blossoms, but absorbs the

lesser rods, the cffete civilizations, the ** sick |

powers ’ with which it comes in contact.
Sluvery, by common law, and by the Oonstitu-
tion as construed by the Fathers, was exclud-
ed fromn most of this territory. How should
the barriers be broken down? Only in one
way : by adapting the Uonstitution to the ex-
ironcy. Slavery tovk this view, and to a cer-
tain extent I believe the doctrine, It is truly
expressed by the apothegm of Bir James Mack-
intosh that Constitutions “are not made, but

grow.”

Qur PFederal Constitution {3 definite, like a code, upon
Beurce any of the guestions of politienl economy which con-
stantly ariscin a ¥ree State, Hence the views of individa.
nls and of sections of the country as to thelr constitution-
wiity, geperally are in accordance with their supposed
Intereats, Does anybody believe thatIf every Btate In the
Unlon had the same Interest in protecting manufactures
through revenue lawd as Massachusctits, that there would
be such g contlict over Its constitutlonality every time a
protective tarill §a proposed in Congress? 8he certainly
would If human opinlons are regnlated solely by degrees of
Lititude and longitude, Then how {sthis question, of which
the Constitution directly says nothing, to be settled? It i3
to be settled by the policy of the Government. And that
policy depeads upun whether the Blave idea or the Free
jllen obtains the jegitimate posiession und control of the
Government, The Qonztitution will ¥ grow ' under the de.
veloplng hand of Slavery up to it8 requirements, or it will
remaln where the Fathers left it, under other guidance. 1t
I3 a race for power to control-—and hare begius the conflict
for supremacy between opposing forees; a conflict which
ever hag appeared, and ever will where there are conflicting
Interests, Here the battle is to the strong, and submission
for the wenk, The ddefeated party may retire with Lroken
liance and shivere:d shield, to sorrow over {ts discomfiture.
This i3 ever its mournful office, For more than six thonsand
years, the world hay echoed the wall of Hell'a great hero

“ To he waeak i8 to bo miserable,
Sulfering or dving.”

States march to opportunity, and they woep or rejoice as
they lose or win, This contlict, irrepressible until the con-
troversy he settled. i3 going on thia very honr in every
Government in BEurupe, Itis ip our very midst and all
around us,  What interest shall shape the public policy ¢
In Italy shall it be the 1'ape or the People¥ In England,
shall It be the landed aristocracy and a few large agpreg:-
tiony of capital, ar shall it be the great Lady of citizens
who hear substantial buridens to malntain the Government ¢

In the United States, shall it be the Interest of 8lave lubor, |

or the interest of Free labor? The new Terrltories were
o great prize for the one or the other, It could not be a
divided posacssion. Siavery talked sophistically about the
Canstitution as it is, a8 it continues to talk, knowing full |
well that fi is the Constitution to be, st which it is aiming.

- mise, sent armed men to take possession of the Terrltory,

and, having the Excoutive Government in its hands, em-
ployed all its power to wrest it permanently from Freedom,
The Iron glove of war was thrown at the feet of Free Labor
apd the conflict began. Opinion met opinion, steel clashed
with steel. For three years Bansas was the field for the
firat great, open, and bleody conflict for the supremacy of
opposlng ideas and systems, The Government took the
Territory frotn Freedom and gave it to Equatter Sovereignty,
The guardinn of the trust was not equal to the task, Free-
dom wrested it back from Bquatter Sovereignty. It was as
fair a strugglo as any struggle which iz to be fought out,
S8lavery lost and Freedom wot.

Now the tactics are changed. The natlonality of Slavery

{ 18 demanded, and a code of intervention for Slavery, and of

non-Interventlon for Freedom. Another gage of battle,
Happlly, this is to he settled by the most harmless of all
weitpons, nofseless as the snow-tinke, but here more poten-
tial than armies or navies. I tejl you, gentlemen, frce con-
stitutiona are growths as well a3 creations., How ours shall
grow is the question of the hour. Grant that it is for the in-
terest of Siavery to take this mighty wealth—the unoccupled
Territoriea—to itself. It 13 equally for our interest that they
be open for the development and expangion of free institu.
tlons, I will pot put it upon any higher ground thup mate-
rinl conslderations. And then I say, it Ia the mightieat stake
ever played for by a free people, 1f Slavery wins in con-
stitutionally appolnted ways, gets and keeps control of the
Government, neither you nor I will go mad out of this
Unjon, nor unite with any conspiratorz to overthrow it.
The inmortal Declaration declares our right to liberty, but
I suppose that gives me, &4 a citizen of the United States,
liberty to do what the laws perait, I stand by the laws,
whether with me or against me, with a freeman’s right to
change them If I can, when they are against me. 1 bhave
s;ifd that the logleal result of the new doctrines carries
Slavery per force into every Btate g9 a principle. Not to dwell
tupon this, I will barely remark that there 18 now pending In
the courts 4 question which, if 8ettled adverse to Freedom,
not only annihilates State Soverelgnty, cleaves it down to
the prave a headless, lifeless trank, hut planta the institu-
tion in every Free State at the North,

You remember the Lemmon case which arose in this
clty. Elght slaves were voluntarily brought by thelr owner
on tothe soil of New York, while she had a statute declaring
the seivile retution dlssolved by such Act on her territory, 1
atn speaking not of comity but of sovereign right. The Courts
of this State, after most exhiausting srnvument, have declded
that New York had the constitutional power to puss and en-
force her law. It now goes to the Federal Court. Virginia,
the representative suitor on the one side, and New York on
the other, If the Dred Seott decision be an indication of the
sentiment of the Court, it will peed but a paragraph from
that rowned bench to strike down all the pales and forts of
peesonal liberty which New York has been eighty vears in
erecting. ** Revlat the beginnings,” is the wotto for us, DBut
I nin keeping you tov lony from a banquet, compared with
which, mine i3 but as husks contrasted with the suppers of
the prods. My eloquent friend who lighted the torch of his
genlus at the fires of 8 Freedom, which in Europe, in 1848,
amed to the heavens, which now are not smothered, but
slumber In the great deeps of God's providence until the hour
and tlre man shall come, has learned on these shores, which
have welcomed him, that Liberty brings ber richest offerings
to the shrine of Gentus, which, in turn, puays to Liberty ite

It met the exigency boldly—repealed the Missouri Cotnpro- + homage und its worship.
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